EXAMPLES OF CAPSTONES

Capstones Beginning Summer 2006

UNST 421, Sec. 515, Art and Social Change (6 credits) Conrad Schumacher, cnarroti@earthlink.net Some of the essential questions driving the curriculum of this Capstone are: How can Art be a force for social change? What limits, if any, should there be for Artists working in these areas? How can you use Art to change others, yourself and society? This course is open to anyone intrigued with the questions raised by public Art (and possibilities of Art) in our society. This Capstone should be of particular value and interest to students who have a desire to teach, create, work collaboratively and inspire. You need not be an “artist” (whatever THAT is!) to join this class. Students will develop Art Literacy lessons (possibly to teach in underprivileged public schools); a web site of these lessons will be created and published as a teacher resource. Other possibilities for community outreach/involvement may be a class developed and constructed mural project. (This course will require some flexibility on the part of the students when it comes to the scheduling of the Art Literacy lesson teaching component.)

UNST 421, Sec. 572, Asset Mapping with GIS - Empowering Communities (6 credits) Margrete Merrick, (503) 725-8291, merrickm@pdx.edu This Capstone is about empowering communities through the use of asset mapping techniques and geographic information systems (GIS) technology. Students will work with community members and middle school and high school students to identify community assets and assist them in the use of GIS and other technologies that can enable them to strategically set community agendas. Students will be trained in asset mapping techniques as well as geographic information systems. No experience is required. Additional time is required outside of classroom participation.

UNST 421, Sec. 522, Ballot Initiatives, Society and the Environment (6 credits) Peter Kopp, peterk@pdx.edu and Joshua Binus, joshuab@ohs.org Students will explore and analyze the use of ballot initiatives in Oregon’s past that have attempted to regulate interactions between humans and the natural environment. Past initiatives have focused on topics such as salmon fishing, logging, nuclear power, recycling, genetically modified food, and zoning. During the term, students will actively gather historical materials such as photographs, manuscript records, audio and video recordings, maps, ephemera, oral histories, and artifacts that will be preserved in the archives of the Oregon Historical Society.

UNST 421, Sec. 536, Bicycle Barriers: Alternative Transportation Issues in Portland (6 credits) Scott Cohen, sbcohen@pdx.edu This course will examine alternative transportation in issues in Portland, focusing particularly on the role bicycles play in our transportation system. Our class will work with Portland's Office of Transportation evaluating residents' attitudes towards bicycle and pedestrian safety

UNST 421, Sec. 502, Business Strategy in a High Tech Start-up Environment (6 credits) Talya Bauer, (502) 725-505-, talyab@sba.pdx.edu Students will help high tech start-up firms with various business functions such as developing business plans, marketing strategies, market analysis, etc. This course is especially well-suited for business students (marketing, management, accounting, finance, etc.), engineering management students, as well as anyone interested in the topic.

UNST 421, Sec. 527, Caribbean Studies Overseas (6 credits) Kofi Agorsah, czea@pdx.edu The 2006 Caribbean Studies Overseas Capstone offers students opportunities to study and prepare individual Capstone projects on aspects of Caribbean and South American history and culture starting on the PSU campus during the first six weeks of summer term 2006, followed by a 15-day field experience in Suriname from August 11- 27, located off the northern coast of South America. Education and Culture constitute the focus of the 2006 program. Students will be based at the National Museum of Suriname and the University of Suriname. Students will interact and exchange educational experiences with Surinamese, including students of various levels of education in Suriname while they develop community-based projects in the urban and rural areas, particularly in the interior areas among Maroon communities, under the direction of PSU Black Studies professor Kofi Agorsah. On return to PSU, students are expected to share the outcome of their Capstone experiences with PSU and the Portland the community by writing them up, putting their project data together and organizing exhibits.

UNST 421, Sec. 518, Change for the Common Good: AmeriCrops*Vista (6 credits) Vicki Reitenauer, (503) 725-5847, vicr@pdx.edu  In this Capstone course, students will serve full-time as members of AmeriCorps*VISTA in a variety of placements around the Portland metro area that address the needs of youth experiencing poverty. Once per week, students will attend class, during which time we will debrief these placement experiences, explore methods for being effective agents of community change, and develop collaborative projects. During the service experience, students will receive AmeriCorps*VISTA's monthly living allowance; at the end of the term, students will receive an additional tuition award. Course registration requires successful application to the AmeriCorps*VISTA program first; upon acceptance into the program, the instructor will sign students into the course. For more information, contact Vicki Reitenauer, course instructor, 503-725-5847, vicr@pdx.edu
UNST 421, Sec. 587, Civic Leadership (6 credits) Stephanie Blackman, stblackman@yahoo.com Students in this Capstone will develop skills in leading and creating opportunities for civic engagement and education. Students will work on one of the community partner’s many projects while exploring their role as an individual in society with the capacity to create change. Students will apply skills in writing, marketing, planning, graphic design, event coordination, organizing for a cause, communication, and civic leadership and will discuss civic affairs in class.

UNST 421, Sec. 545, Collaborations: Boys and Girls Club I, (6 credits) Heather Petzold, (503) 725-5376, petzoldh@pdx.edu This course focuses on the importance of service learning in our community. As a class, we will have the opportunity to discover, evaluate, and reflect on the needs of our community by creating and facilitating educational workshops, mentoring, and exploring fundraising opportunities for our community partner. Students will learn respect for themselves and others as part of a community and will promote teamwork, leadership and problem solving skills. Community issues to be addressed include: listening, intercultural communication, leadership, mediation, and cooperative learning skills. Additional time outside of class hours will be required. A background check will be required. (Provided by the Boys and Girls Club during the first week of class). Some additional time in the afternoon may be required. Please contact instructor to determine available times.

UNST 421, Sec. 546, Collaborations: Boys and Girls Club II (6 credits) Heather Petzold, (503) 725-5376, petzoldh@pdx.edu This course focuses on the importance of service learning in our community. As a class, we will have the opportunity to discover, evaluate, and reflect on the needs of our community by creating and facilitating educational workshops, mentoring, and exploring fundraising opportunities for our community partner. Students will learn respect for themselves and others as part of a community and will promote teamwork, leadership and problem solving skills. Community issues to be addressed include: listening, intercultural communication, leadership, mediation, and cooperative learning skills. Additional time outside of class hours will be required. A background check will be required. (Provided by the Boys and Girls Club during the first week of class). Some additional time in the afternoon may be required. Please contact instructor to determine available times.

UNST 421, Sec. 537, Communities, Public Housing and History (6 credits) Katy Barber, barberk@pdx.edu Explore the history of public housing developments in Portland while developing a public history program addressing the transformation of Columbia Villa into New Columbia. Columbia Villa was the state’s largest public housing community. It was recently revitalized and reopened as New Columbia, a mixed-income community. In this course students will explore the intersections of the history of public housing and local history with a focus on issues of race and class. Students will collaborate with community partners Hare in the Gate Productions and the Center for Columbia River History to produce a free public program about the history of the community.

UNST 421, Sec. 505, Costa Rica (6 credits) Celine Fitzmaurice ***This Capstone has been filled for Summer 06*** This Capstone will provide opportunities for students to integrate an international experience with service-learning. Students will participate in a 2½ week project in Costa Rica where they will work with a variety of community service agencies. Whether teaching English to underserved children, working with non-governmental organizations, or helping design recycling programs, students will be of service to the local community. Capstone participants will join local partners in developing awareness among Costa Rica's citizens about issues that affect the global community. Three pre-term class meetings are scheduled from 4-6 p.m. on 5/10, 5/24, and 6/7

UNST 421, Sec. 563, Creating a Community Vision: Portland 2030 (6 credits) Chet Orloff, chetorloff@msn.com The class will work with the Mayor’s office, City of Portland staff, and members of the larger community in crafting and planning for the implementation of a vision for Portland for the year 2030. Coursework will include research, interviews, community meetings, drafting ideas and plans, and working with community organizations (government, neighborhoods, nonprofits, businesses) to insure broad public involvement in the vision-making process and that the vision's implementation gets off to a strong start. The class will include a brief study of vision-making in Portland as well as the process for community vision-making in an urban-planning context. All majors are welcome and encouraged to enroll; Urban Studies is not a prerequisite.

UNST 421, Sec. 542, Creative Industries: Creating an Ad Campaign for Biking Advocates (6 Credits) Anmarie Trimble, (503) 725-9403, atrimble@pdx.edu What is a "creative industry"? From the sciences to the arts, any industry needs creative thinkers. This capstone will explore the nature of creativity in the professional world, specifically the field of advertising. For this course, students will develop a public outreach advertising campaign to help local non-profit Bicycle Transportation Alliance (http://www.bta4bikes.org) meet its mission to "open minds and roads to bicycling." To create the campaign, students will explore the nature of creative work, consider ways to enhance the process, as well as learn the basics about the research, skills, and methodologies needed to develop an advertising campaign. Students will have the opportunity to immerse themselves in understanding the client's needs and will work as a team-based think-tank with some of Portland's leading creatives, account executives and strategic planners from the advertising industry. As the field of advertising is comprised of individuals from diverse fields and interests, students from any major are welcome.

UNST 421, Sec. 576, Creativity, Culture and Community (6 credits) Patti Haack, haackp@pdx.edu In this Capstone, students will interact with children and young adults in an art-based after school program at Grace Institute in NE Portland. This course is designed to explore mentorship, creative teaching methods, as well as social and global considerations of education in an imaginative, energy-filled environment. In-class time will be dedicated to understanding mentoring children and young adults, examining K-12 education, and understanding the political components of education in the United States. This is a direct-service Capstone where students are expected to commit to specific chunks of time at Grace Institute. Additional information about requirements can be found on Patti’s website: http://web.pdx.edu/~haackp . Class and Grace Institute attendance is 50% of the final grade. Students must pass a criminal background check and obtain permission of the instructor prior to the first day of class. There will be a small fee for the background check. No previous art or teaching experience is required. Contact Patti Haack at haackp@pdx.edu with any questions.

UNST 421, Sec. 508, Cross-Community Connections (6 credits)

Cynthia Gomez, 503-725-9025, gomezc@pdx.edu
This Capstone offers students an analysis of social justice theory; a foundation for understanding the process of cultural competency; a survey of leadership and conflict resolution models; a framework that promotes successful civic engagement; and an application of these principles in community settings. Students are given the option of choosing from four community partners and, in small groups, will complete projects addressing a pre-determined need, promoting lasting change and encouraging collaboration among those being served.

UNST 421, Sec. 547, Effecting Change (6 Credits) Vicki Reitenauer, 503-725-5847, vicr@pdx.edu In this Capstone course, each student will explore what it means to work for community change by engaging in a committed community service experience (of at least 3 hours per week in length) with a community partner of her/his choice and exploring the meaning that work has for the individual and for the community through reflection, dialogue, readings, activities, and collaborative projects. This course is intended to allow students with longstanding volunteer commitments to continue those commitments in the fulfillment of their Capstone requirement, although students new to community service are welcome in the course as well. Students will enter the course with their community partners chosen and their workplans developed and approved by a representative of their community partner, in consultation with the instructor. Registration in the course requires instructor approval; please contact the instructor for more information or to begin the registration process.

UNST 421, Sec. 530, Effective Environmental Education (6 credits)

Stephanie Wagner, Dir. of Education, Friends of Tryon Creek State Park, (503) 636-4398, stephanie@tryonfriends.org 
This course focuses on the preparation and presentation of effective environmental education programs for elementary school children. The participants will be preparing interpretive materials and programs to be used in the classroom and on the trails of Tryon Creek State Park. Participants will work in collaborative groups to develop a comprehensive interpretive program based on an ecological theme. Thesis will include topics such as habitat, adaptation, and biodiversity. Students will be expected to research a topic, produce written material to be used by teachers in the classroom, and present an interpretive program for elementary students at the park. This course will meet at the Tryon Creek State Park Nature Center.

UNST 421, Sec. 531, Employee Surveys for Understanding and Addressing Workplace Issues

(6 credits)

Don Truxillo, truxillod@pdx.edu
Key determinants of organizational health are the attitudes and perceptions of its members. Although employee surveys are commonplace in today's world of work, it is difficult to develop reliable, valid survey items that accurately capture employees' attitudes. In addition, it is challenging to interpret the information gleaned from survey data. In this Capstone, students will participate fully in the employee survey process, including survey development; working with organizational members; analysis of survey data; and reporting to stakeholders regarding survey results.

UNST 421, Sec. 582, Forgotten in the Heart of Portland: Engaging the Reality of Old Town

(6 credits)

Joseph Long, (503) 725-3451, jlong@pdx.edu
This course will ask students to commit to a substantial volunteer experience, in coordination with the MacDonald Center in Portland's Old Town neighborhood. A series of readings (from such writers as Gandhi, Dorothy Day, and James Agee) will complement the service requirements of the course and provide the basis for reflective practice.

UNST 421, Sec. 585, Gay Rights, Television, Film and Social Change I

(6 credits)

Wende Morgaine, (503) 577-7712, wendemm@gmail.com
The struggle for gay rights in America has encountered many challenges over the last 40+ years: police brutality, homosexuality being classified as mental illness, AIDS, and most recently, the widespread banning of gay marriage. Although some strides have been made, injustice is rampant. In the quest for gay rights, the question remains: what strategies are most effective? This course examines one such strategy, which students will bring to implement in their local community. The role the media (film and television) plays in moving the struggle for gay rights forward is also the subject of in-depth examination in this course.

UNST 421, Sec. 589, Gay Rights, Television, Film, and Social Change II (6 credits)

Wende Morgaine, (503) 577-7712, wendemm@gmail.com
The struggle for gay rights in America has encountered many challenges over the last 40+ years: police brutality, homosexuality being classified as mental illness, AIDS, and most recently, the widespread banning of gay marriage. Although some strides have been made, injustice is rampant. In the quest for gay rights, the question remains: what strategies are most effective? This course examines one such strategy, which students will bring to implement in their local community. The role the media (film and television) plays in moving the struggle for gay rights forward is also the subject of in-depth examination in this course.

UNST 421, Sec. 500, Girl Power (6 credits)

Sally Eck, Ecks@pdx.edu
This class will work with teen girls to raise their awareness of resources and activities in the Portland area. We will conduct a series of rap sessions with teens and coordinate writing workshops in order to provide spaces for teen girls to think, talk, and write about current issues in their lives. We will also work with local teen agencies to build local community coalitions of organizations advocating on behalf of teen girls.

UNST 421, Sec. 512, Global Portland - Hmong Children (6 credits)

Sam Gioia, (503) 725-8470, gioia@pdx.edu
This capstone involves tutoring Hmong children and assisting them in craft activities of their culture. The Hmong are a unique laotian community that immigrated to the U.S. in the 1980's and were the subject of Anne Fadiman's The Spirit Catches You And You Fall Down. The activities of this capstone help Hmong children continue their ethnic heritage and develop English literacy skills that are necessary for success in the U.S. PSU students exercise tutoring skills and learn about the art, history, and customs of a very different culture. In addition to the scheduled class time on Monday evenings capstone students will tutor in the St. Johns are from 5:30 to 8 on Wednesday evenings from June 28 to August 9. Students are required to attend a cultural orientation and tutor training on Saturday, June 24 in St. Johns. Attendance at the first day of class is also required to participate in this capstone.

UNST 421, Sec. 510, Global Portland - Somalia (6 credits)

Sam Gioia, (503) 725-8470, gioia@pdx.edu
This capstone involves tutoring Somali children in a summer program. Somali chldren are refugees from civil war in their home country and lived in refugee camps for years before arriving in the U.S. in the 1990's. They face significant language and cultural barriers in public schools which interfere with their academic progress. PSU students will learn about Somali culture and history and tutor children at one of two sites (Markham Elem. in SW Portland and Lutheran Community Services on SE 39th and Washington). The tutoring takes place between July 5 and August 10. PSU students choose from two days per week, either Monday and Wednesday or Tuesday and Thursday, from 9:45 to 12:15. Attendance on the first day of class (June 26) is required to participate in this capstone.

UNST 421, Sec. 511, Grantwriting for Social Change (6 credits)

Patti Haack, haackp@pdx.edu
Participants in this Senior Capstone will work with a local non-profit organization to write a grant proposal intended for program expansion and maintenance. Students, as the grant writers, will learn the different pieces of the grant writing process: researching different funding options, assessing the organization’s needs, and learning the language of effective grant writing proposals, which will culminate in the writing of a convincing grant proposal for the community partner. For additional information, please contact the instructor at the email address above.

UNST 421, Sec.548, Grantwriting for Social Change II (6 Credits) Patti Haack, haackp@pdx.edu Participants in this Senior Capstone will work with the Grace Art Camp, a local art-based camp for children and youth aged 4 to 12, to write a grant proposal intended for program expansion and maintenance. Students, as the grant writers, will learn the different pieces of the grant writing process: researching different funding options, assessing the organization’s needs, and learning the language of effective grant writing proposals, which will culminate in the writing of a convincing grant proposal for the community partner. For additional information, please contact instructor at the email address above.

UNST 421, Sec. 594, Grantwriting for the Community Improvement (6 credits)

Susan Barrett, susan@igoweb.or
Students in this Capstone course will partner with a local non-profit to assist them in building their capacity. Students will learn how to use numerous resources for locating prospective funders and how to analyze their findings. A portfolio of grant proposals will be developed by students. Additionally, students will summarize their learning regarding grantwriting for the partner as a means of enabling them to further their work. 

UNST 421, Sec. 534, History of Chinese People in the Pacific Northwest (6 credits)

Ann Fulton, eaf@pdx.edu, 503-725-3006
This course will compare the history of three important centers of Chinese people in the Pacific Northwest: Portland, Seattle, and Vancouver, B.C. Students will present their research to the general public at an event sponsored by the NW China Council, the community partner for this Capstone.

UNST 421, Sec 509, Hunger and Homelessness: TeamWorks for Change (6 credits)

Stephanie Blackman, stblackman@yahoo.com
Students in this Capstone will develop skills in developing and leading projects with Hands On Portland, which provides opportunities for volunteer service throughout the Portland area. Using the TeamWorks model HOP has already created, students will participate in a series of volunteer projects related to hunger and homelessness and create a curriculum to prompt reflection on and understanding of these issues. Students will document their efforts in a binder that can be used for HOP teams in the future. Scheduled course time includes volunteer service time.

 
UNST 421, Sec TBA, Hunger and Homelessness: TeamWorks for Change (6 credits) Stephanie Blackman, stblackman@yahoo.com Students in this Capstone will develop skills in developing and leading projects with Hands On Portland, which provides opportunities for volunteer service throughout the Portland area. Using the TeamWorks model HOP has already created, students will participate in a series of volunteer projects related to hunger and homelessness and create a curriculum to prompt reflection on and understanding of these issues. Students will document their efforts in a binder that can be used for HOP teams in the future. Scheduled course time includes volunteer service time.

UNST 421, Sec. 555, Immigration and the Workforce I (6 credits) Andrew Reed, (503) 772-2317, areed@seworks.org Students will directly participate in research projects and programs conducted by SE Works One Stop, a non-profit workforce development agency in SE Portland. Past projects have included researching hiring practices and trends by employers who are hiring limited-English proficiency (LEP) workers and projects to improve communication and to identify cultural issues between LEP workers and employers in the health care industry. The course focuses on educating employers, workforce development practitioners, jobseekers, and the general public about the impact of immigration in the workplace. Classroom topics include immigration, sociocultural behavior, and workforce development. Students will be required to tutor 2 hours outside of class at SE Works One Stop with LEP jobseekers who want to increase their English skills.

UNST 421, Sec. 556, Immigration and the Workforce II (6 credits) Andrew Reed, (503) 772-2317, areed@seworks.org Students will directly participate in research projects and programs conducted by SE Works One Stop, a non-profit workforce development agency in SE Portland. Past projects have included researching hiring practices and trends by employers who are hiring limited-English proficiency (LEP) workers and projects to improve communication and to identify cultural issues between LEP workers and employers in the health care industry. The course focuses on educating employers, workforce development practitioners, jobseekers, and the general public about the impact of immigration in the workplace. Classroom topics include immigration, sociocultural behavior, and workforce development. Students will be required to tutor 2 hours outside of class at SE Works One Stop with LEP jobseekers who want to increase their English skills.

UNST 421, Sec. 525, Juvenile Justice (6 credits) Deb Smith Arthur, (503) 725-5831, debs@pdx.edu  This course partners with the school at the Donald E. Long Detention Center, the juvenile detention facility in Multnomah County. Working directly with youth who are detained, students will develop and implement creative projects throughout the course of the term. These projects are meant to be both educational and fun. Through this community-based work, as well as through reading, discussion and reflection papers, students in this Capstone will have the opportunity to deeply examine current issues in juvenile justice. Enrollment is limited to 15; students must be 21 or over and be able to pass a criminal background check in order to participate in this Capstone.

UNST 421, Sec. 532, Linking the Generations: Communication, Aging and Society (6 credits) Cindy Palmer, (971) 221-5883, palmerc@pdx.edu, palmerc@opusnet.com (please email both accounts) Students will engage with older adults to complete a variety of life history projects. Students will address their assumptions and stereotypes toward the aging population and will reflect upon personal barriers and successes in the intergenerational communication process. Communication issues will be addressed in the areas of intrapersonal, interpersonal, and intercultural communication. In addition to the community work, the course will focus on interdisciplinary discussions, lectures, and activities to increase awareness of the older population. This is an evening course with travel to off campus site and a background check required. Fingerprinting also may be required. Contact instructor upon registration to complete paperwork prior to start date. Processing can delay work in the community.

UNST 421, Sec. 593, Marketing and Retention for an Educational Not-for-Profit (6 credits) Talya Bauer, (503) 725-5050, talyab@sba.pdx.edu Students will work with the community partner on marketing issues which may include surveys, interviews, developing marketing plans, giving presentations, creating marketing items such as brochures and fliers. This Capstone will be ideal for many majors including (but not limited to), business, communication, Spanish, education, and speech and hearing. All majors are welcome! This is a fast-paced summer Capstone but we'll also have fun!

UNST 421, Sec. 535, Media Activism and Social Justice (6 credits) Cathleen Kaufmann, kaufmac@pdx.edu In this course, students will examine how various media shape our social values and the resulting impact on public policy, with a focus on child and family issues. Students will also examine how various media can be used as a tool for dispelling myths and furthering social causes. Specific topics to be covered include issues of gender, race and ethnicity, poverty, homelessness and welfare.

UNST 421, Sec. 539, Media Literacy (6 credits) Mark Oldani, (503) 282-1778, moldani@riverdale.k12.or.us Media literacy is the study of the effect that various modes of communication have on the information that is being transmitted. There is a history of this investigation at it crosses disciplinary boundaries and is a focus of some of the current K-12 curriculum. Students will learn about the impact of commercial media on themselves and their community and develop various approaches to address the impact on their community.

UNST 421, Sec. 501, Medieval Portland (6 credits) Anne McClanan, (503) 725-3338, anne@pdx.edu This class will investigate the diverse objects from the Middle Ages that are now located in the Portland area. Real medieval manuscripts, icons, and relics are nearby but are understudied because they are largely unknown. Students will research these objects and then present their work in an ongoing website that can used by people throughout the region. There will be some off campus work. A few skills that we’ll use:  Web page design  Art Historical and Historical Research  Project Management  Work with non-profit administration

UNST 421, Sec. 516, Multimedia Production (6 credits) Robert Bremmer, (503) 725-3521, bremmer@pdx.edu This course develops multimedia software for community partners (some past clients have been: Horizon Airlines, OHSU, and the Northwest Power Planning Council). We primarily use macromedia and adobe software. Client Liaisons, Management, Technical, and Creative; are the four areas of development focus. Students from any major are welcome and the more diversity the better for the class. This is a group dynamic course, and the results of the term are entirely up to the composition of each class, therefore results differ term-by-term. While we have never failed to create a software product, that is a secondary feature of the class. The primary feature is the development of an efficient group dynamic and the documentation of its development so that the process can be used by the individual student after the class has ended. This course is communication intensive. Much writing is required and much speaking and negotiating with fellow team members is required. Students must feel comfortable in a fast paced, highly dynamic and communicative environment. Good English skills are necessary.

UNST 421, Sec. 517, Multimedia Production (6 credits) Robert Bremmer, (503) 725-3521, bremmer@pdx.edu This course develops multimedia software for community partners (some past clients have been: Horizon Airlines, OHSU, and the Northwest Power Planning Council). We primarily use macromedia and adobe software. Client Liaisons, Management, Technical, and Creative; are the four areas of development focus. Students from any major are welcome and the more diversity the better for the class. This is a group dynamic course, and the results of the term are entirely up to the composition of each class, therefore results differ term-by-term. While we have never failed to create a software product, that is a secondary feature of the class. The primary feature is the development of an efficient group dynamic and the documentation of its development so that the process can be used by the individual student after the class has ended. This course is communication intensive. Much writing is required and much speaking and negotiating with fellow team members is required. Students must feel comfortable in a fast paced, highly dynamic and communicative environment. Good English skills are necessary.

UNST 421, Sec. 597, Music for Social Change (6 credits) Glenna Shepherd, RevGTS@aol.com  This course is a study of the roles of music in social change movements in the United States. Throughout our history, music has been a source of communication, inspiration, and social activism. Music has established and carried the messages which held the energy of substantive social change. Students will explore movements for social change, including labor movements, work for women’s suffrage, the civil right’s movement for African-American inclusion, and the late twentieth-century gay rights movement. Coursework will include analysis of the ethical and social components of work for social change and ways in which music served the character of the movements. Students will interact with local musicians and experience current movements which utilize the power of music. The final project will be a documentary-style live program which reflects the historical and analytical material of the class and features narrative, live performance, selected recordings, readers’ theatre and film. Three hours of outside work per week required. Music background helpful but not required.

UNST 421, Sec. 588, Music in the Schools (6 credits) Susan Booth Larsen, (503) 245-9080, susanblarson@gmail.com To help with the need for more music programs in elementary schools, students in this Capstone will work in groups to develop and teach lessons that deal with music in some way – music around the world, vibrations and music, the history of music etc. All majors are welcome.

UNST 421, Sec. 565, Nature in the Neighborhood (6 credits) Mitch Cruzan, Cruzan@pdx.edu Greenspaces support native wildlife and are important for our community aesthetics and quality of life. Many of these natural areas are suffering from degradation due to human-mediated disturbance and invasion by alien plant species. Students participating in this Capstone will work with park personnel to document the biodiversity of greenspaces and the impact of invasive plant species on habitat quality. Students will be expected to engage in public education and outreach activities through interaction with the public and the development of written and web resource materials. Students will be expected to be engaged in field work and community outreach activities eight hours each week outside of class and in addition to time spent on the required reading and writing assignments. For more information see the course web page at http://www.nitn.pdx.edu/ 

UNST 421, Sec. 513, Neighborhoods and Watersheds (6 credits)  Barry Messer, (503) 725-5179, messerb@pdx.edu  This course addresses the health of cities with respect to the community stewardship of its watersheds. Students are challenged in a learning and community development process of discovery and direct involvement. The essential elements of the Capstone focus on the factors that can contribute to the health of Portland's watersheds. Students work with the Portland Bureau of Environmental Services and a neighborhood group on projects that may include "hands on" activities and/or community outreach/education on work involving watershed protection and restoration in Portland neighborhoods. Projects in the past have included such watershed enhancements as wetlands restoration, community gardens, eco-roofs and bio-swales.

UNST 421, Sec. 533, Oral Histories: Valley Migrant League (6 credits) Kathy Tucker, psu24404@pdx.edu Students will collect oral histories from people who were involved with the Valley Migrant League, a group that helped immigrants in the Willamette Valley between the late 1960's and early 1980's. The Valley Migrant League worked primarily with Hispanic immigrants but also helped other ethnic groups.

UNST 421, Sec. 528, Outside In: Art, Community and Empowerment, Art and Homeless Youth  (6 credits) Connie Earnshaw, cearnsha@teleport.com Students will plan, oversee and document a collaborative art project with street youth at Outside In. This narrative multimedia mural or totem will express homeless youth perspectives on social justice and healing. Students will help exhibit and publicize the completed project. Readings, interdisciplinary research presentations and class discussion will explore the issue of homelessness. The role of art in reducing risk among youth will be examined. Examples of previous art projects will be presented.

UNST 421, Sec. 503, Placemaking with the City Repair Project I (6 credits) Pedro Ferbel-Azcarate, (503) 725-3472, pferbel@yahoo.com  In this Capstone we will apply concepts from Portland's non-profit City Repair Project to public spaces in the Portland metropolitan area. We will be assessing the often alienating urban gridscape, and City Repair’s work in helping neighbors at the local level transform their street intersections into human scale public squares. Students will engage in field research on city and neighborhood spaces both in the city core and its periphery. Information about City Repair is on the web at www.cityrepair.org.

UNST 421, Sec. 504, Placemaking with the City Repair Project II (6 credits) Pedro Ferbel-Azcarate, (503) 725-3472, pferbel@yahoo.com In this Capstone we will apply concepts from Portland's non-profit City Repair Project to public spaces in the Portland metropolitan area. We will be assessing the often alienating urban gridscape, and City Repair’s work in helping neighbors at the local level transform their street intersections into human scale public squares. Students will engage in field research on city and neighborhood spaces both in the city core and its periphery. Information about City Repair is on the web at www.cityrepair.org.

UNST 421, Sec. 526, Preserving LGBTQ History (6 credits) Christa Orth, (503)725-8195, corth@pdx.edu This course introduces methods of preserving lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer history. The course examines the ways community and academic historians document the often hidden history of LGBTQ communities. The Gay and Lesbian Archives of the Pacific Northwest is our community partner and students have the choice of doing an oral history interview or processing an archival collection. We'll learn the significance of preserving the history of discrimination, resistance and liberation of our local queer past. This course is open to students of all sexual and gender identities.

UNST 421, Sec. 596, Reflecting Community (6 credits) Carol Gabrielli, PCAT 113 G, (503) 725-8993 Students in this Capstone class will partner with Holy Redeemer Catholic Grade School in North Portland (www.holyredeemer.org). Holy Redeemer serves a diverse ethnic, cultural and faith-oriented community. Its spiritually-influenced curriculum emphasizes justice, service and peace for over 350 students in kindergarten through 8th grade. This community-based learning class is designed to ignite question, wonder and reflection particularly related to mentorship, leadership, facilitation and direct service, but not limited to that. Through lived experiences, classroom exercises, pertinent reflections and out-of-classroom assignments, students will gain a wider and deeper sense of self and other.  Each student in this community-based learning class will commit to twenty-five hours of mentoring throughout the ten weeks of this term. Students are strongly encouraged to consider the magnitude of this undertaking. Students will be expected to schedule consistent daytime hours that are suitable for both Holy Redeemer and the student.  Class attendance is 40% of final grade. A criminal background check is required prior to the first day of class. There is a $10 charge for the criminal background check.  Permission of instructor required. Contact instructor by phone for full details regarding course requirements and background check form.

UNST 421, Sec. 507, Sexual Assault in the Community and on the College Campus (6 credits) Bridge Gorrow, bridgegorrow@gmail.com Students in this Capstone course will work with the Women's Resource Center and their community partners to organize and implement campaigns to combat sexual assault. The content and structure will be determined in class in participation with the WRC. It is expected that upon completion of the class we will have developed, implemented and assessed our anti-sexual assault campaign.

UNST 421, Sec. 506, Sexual Minority Youth: Their Stories and Needs (6 credits) Molly Gray, graymolly@hotmail.com  It is estimated that 1 in 10 individuals identify as a sexual minority. Often an already challenging stage in identity development, gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender & questioning (GLBTQ) youth face a set of issues unique to their daily lives. “We’re Here” will examine the paths sexual and gender minority youth navigate in American society, exploring such questions as: What challenges do GLBTQ youth encounter? How do they cope, survive, find understanding & celebrate themselves amidst homophobia and intolerance? How do GLBTQ experiences vary across differences such as race, ethnicity, class, religion, gender and expression? Has the growing strength of political mobilization and visibility of GLBTQ issues affected and/or included the needs of youth? How can youth needs be brokered by social services, families, and the community at large? Our community partner will be the Sexual Minority Youth Resource Center (SMYRC).

UNST 421, Sec. 514, Sustaining Oregon's Communities and Landscapes (6 credits) Peter Kopp, peterk@pdx.edu and Joshua Binus, joshuab@ohs.org In 1989, the World Commission on Environment and Development defined sustainable development as “[development that] meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations.” As the 21st century progresses, the concepts of sustainable development and sustainability have become increasingly complex. Partnering with Sustainable Northwest, a non-profit organization that promotes environmentally-sound economic development in regional communities, this class will explore the idea of sustainability by looking at its historical meaning, and connect with and chronicle sustainable enterprises in the Willamette Valley through oral histories.

UNST 421, Sec. 595, The Spirituality of Being Awake (6 credits) Carol Gabrielli, PCAT 113 G, (503) 725-8993  Students in this Capstone class will arrive with something they call “spirituality” or “spiritual practice” or “wisdom tradition,” whatever shape or path that is. All practices and traditions are welcome. The community partners for this class are Rose Haven and JOIN. Rose Haven is a place of hospitality and resource for women experiencing homelessness in Old Town, Portland. JOIN is primarily an outreach center providing vital resources for men and women experiencing homelessness in SE Portland.  Through direct service with Rose Haven and JOIN students will discover and explore the connections between their direct-service experiences and their spirituality. As a class community we will ask questions like: How is one’s spirituality informed by one’s observations and awarenesses? How are one’s observations and awarenesses informed by one’s spirituality? What is the cost of being wide awake?  For their final product, students will utilize their lived experiences to develop and facilitate a project that supports the mission of their affiliated agency.  Students in this class will make a commitment to twenty-five hours of service over the course of the term. Daytime availability is required. Class attendance is 40% of final grade. Call if you have any questions: 503.725.8993.

UNST 421, Sec. 529, Training Needs Assessment and Delivery (6 credits) Don Truxillo, truxillod@pdx.edu Training is critical to individual learning and organizational effectiveness. Identifying and addressing training needs is a skill needed by individuals in educational settings, human resource settings, managerial positions, and as employees in general. Students will engage in a training needs assessment, establishing training objectives, the learning process and its operational considerations, and a variety of instructional methods. All students will have the opportunity to design and deliver a training module with a community partner.

UNST 421, Sec. 521, Tutoring Adult ESL at Portland Community College SE (6 credits) Betsy Kraft, ekraft@pdx.edu Capstone students will tutor small groups of adult English as a Second Language learners for 2.5 hours a week at Portland Community College SE Center. Each week, tutoring will focus on conversation, a short reading, and a journal entry. Capstone students must schedule their tutoring with the instructor before registering for the course. In addition, all Capstone students will meet from 13:00-16:00 every Wednesday on the PSU campus for coursework. Contact the instructor for permission to register for this class at ekraft@pdx.edu.
UNST 421, Sec. 541, Upward Bound (6 credits) Deb Smith Arthur, (503) 725-5831, debs@pdx.edu  This Capstone partners with the PSU Upward Bound/ETS Summer Program. Upward Bound and Educational Talent Search: Project PLUS (Preparing and Learning for University Study) are two pre-college TRIO programs hosted by Portland State University and funded by the U.S. Department of Education. The purpose of Upward Bound and Project PLUS is to provide and facilitate access and retention into post-secondary education for low-income students whose parents do not hold bachelors degrees. We encourage students to stay in high school and graduate, and to enroll in a community college, a four-year university, or a vocation/technical college. We provide academic services like tutoring and high school credit classes, as well as college visits, career exploration, and financial aid and college admissions assistance. Upward Bound and Project PLUS currently serve approximately 700 students from the Portland Public School District and the Hillsboro School District. A large percentage (over 67%) of our student population is comprised of under-represented ethnic minority students. To date, 95%of our students stay in our program through high school graduation, 92%enroll in college immediately after high school and82% since 1998 are still either in college or have graduated. Capstone students will work closely with UB/ETS staff in implementing the summer program. The summer program will begin with a variety of trips and/or camp for various grade levels (9-12) from June20 -24. A 5-week program of college preparatory classes will begin June 26 and run through July 27. Banquet/exhibition night will be on Thursday, July 27th. Capstone students will be able to serve as chaperons on field trips/camp experiences, college visitations, and also as tutors and teaching assistants in classes. Please contact the instructor at debs@pdx.edu if you are able to attend.

UNST 421, Sec. 592, Us and Them: A History of Intolerance in America, (6 credits)  Beth Stafford, (503) 725-9412, beth@pdx.edu Through various mediums, students will explore events in our history when intolerance arose from the fear, suspicion, and anger of ordinary people--the same impulses that still cause discord today--and will be brought face-to-face with the negative and often tragic consequences of prejudice and hate; but they will also learn about the hope and heroism that true moral conviction inspires. Exposure to intolerance will include both historical and fictional accounts of the struggles of alienated groups throughout our country's history to the present time, and will lead to class discussions and writings reflecting on important issues the works evoke. Besides the required course work, you will engage in collaborative projects of your choice, which will consist of outreach activities in the community. Faculty will provide more information on this in class, but students should be prepared to spend at least four hours per week outside of class to devote to projects.

UNST 421, Sec. 524, Volunteer Stream Monitoring (6 credits) Torrey Lindbo, lindbo@pdx.edu Capstone students will coordinate and implement all aspects of the quality assurance project plan (QAPP) for the Student Watershed Research Project (SWRP)’s volunteer stream monitoring program. This course will integrate chemical, biological and physical watershed analysis skills, including macroinvertebrate and plant identification, performing field/lab analysis of duplicate water quality samples, and mathematically determining whether the accuracy and precision goals of the QAPP are being met. Additional course work will include discussion and review of quality assurance methods, the Clean Water Act, and the value of Volunteer Monitoring programs.

UNST 421, Sec. 519, Web & Multimedia I (6 credits) Doug Christensen, christd@pdx.edu The Capstone focuses on creating a media-rich interactive web product for a non-profit organization. The first half of the quarter includes the following basics for all students: 1) website development and hosting, 2) basic media editing, formats and optimization, 3) Flash/Studio MX Pro with an introduction to animations, 4) learning theory and application, 5) global, national, and local social responsibility, and 6) team theory, individual differences and self- managed teams. During the second half of the quarter, students will work within and between teams to complete an interactive web product. Students will take on different roles similar to those in a web development company, and will be expected to do just-in-time self learning to fulfill their individual duties and responsibilities. Usually student specialties and roles correlate with educational, resume, portfolio and career goals. Students are expected to learn the applications and tools necessary for their specialty area without classroom instruction. This Capstone requires students to be highly motivated self-learners that are willing to commit 12 hours per week to this experience. Students on the wait list, or wishing to add the class, will be prioritized based on project needs rather than any specific ordering. For more information, email the professor.

UNST 421, Sec. 520, Web & Multimedia II (6 credits) Doug Christensen, christd@pdx.edu The Capstone focuses on creating a media-rich interactive web product for a non-profit organization. The first half of the quarter includes the following basics for all students: 1) website development and hosting, 2) basic media editing, formats and optimization, 3) Flash/Studio MX Pro with an introduction to animations, 4) learning theory and application, 5) global, national, and local social responsibility, and 6) team theory, individual differences and self- managed teams. During the second half of the quarter, students will work within and between teams to complete an interactive web product. Students will take on different roles similar to those in a web development company, and will be expected to do just-in-time self learning to fulfill their individual duties and responsibilities. Usually student specialties and roles correlate with educational, resume, portfolio and career goals. Students are expected to learn the applications and tools necessary for their specialty area without classroom instruction. This Capstone requires students to be highly motivated self-learners that are willing to commit 12 hours per week to this experience. Students on the wait list, or wishing to add the class, will be prioritized based on project needs rather than any specific ordering. For more information, email the professor.

UNST 421, Wetland Ecology and the Arts Victoria Ivy, victoriaireneivy@yahoo.com Students in this Capstone will design an exterior mural for Zenger Farm, a local organic farm with a large adjacent wetland. The course will begin with discussion of wetland ecology, human benefits and use, traditional indigenous views, and arts and activism. Next, we will meet with the Community Partner and visit the wetland. Finally, we will design a mural that illustrates the benefits and beauty of a natural wetland ecosystem. Grades will be based on a portfolio of individual writing and/or artwork. 
UNST 421, Sec. 523, Working with Immigrant Students Betsy Kraft, ekraft@pdx.edu Capstone students will work as conversation partners with English Language Learners at Portland Community College Sylvania campus. Conversation Partners will meet on Thursday evenings OR Friday mornings, as arranged with instructor. Students will meet for coursework on the PSU campus Thursdays from 1-4pm. Coursework includes strategies for working with ELL students, immigration issues, and work on a collaborative product for the community partner. Contact the instructor for permission to register for this class at ekraft@pdx.edu . 

Capstone Courses Beginning Fall 2006 Term:

UNST 421, Ballot Initiatives, Society and the Environment ( 6 credits) Peter Kopp, peterk@pdx.edu and Joshua Binus, joshuab@ohs.org Students will explore and analyze the use of ballot initiatives in Oregon’s past that have attempted to regulate interactions between humans and the natural environment. Past initiatives have focused on topics such as salmon fishing, logging, nuclear power, recycling, genetically modified food, and zoning. During the term, students will actively gather historical materials such as photographs, manuscript records, audio and video recordings, maps, ephemera, oral histories, and artifacts that will be preserved in the archives of the Oregon Historical Society.

UNST 421, Bilingual Education – Spanish (3 credits) Delys Ostlund, delys@pdx.edu This Capstone centers on two community-service components. First, students will volunteer as tutors/classroom aides in the bilingual Spanish/English dual immersion program at a local elementary school. A course requirement will be preparation of two activities for inclusion in a website which will serve as a repository of interactive activities in Spanish. This website, which will serve as a resource for teachers, constitutes the second community-service component of the Capstone. Students must be able to demonstrate oral proficiency in Spanish at the 300 level.

UNST 421, Change for the Common Good (2 credits) Vicki Reitenauer, vicr@pdx.edu During this year-long Capstone experience, students will work closely with the students and faculty of one the small schools that constitute Madison High School in northeast Portland. In weekly meetings with groups of first-year high-school students, Capstone students will provide mentorship and role models of academic possibility and achievement, support academic challenges, help students develop their required academic portfolios, share time management and organizational strategies, offer advice on college and other life options, and engage in other activities mutually beneficial and satisfying to both PSU and Madison students. During weekly class meetings at PSU, students will collaborate on curriculum and activity design, reflect on their experiences at Madison, and examine literature and other resources that speak to some aspect of public education in general and the challenges facing Portland public education in particular. No previous experience necessary, but a strong desire to be part of positive action in public education is useful. Registration requires signature of the instructor: Contact Vicki Reitenauer at 503-725-5847 or vicr@pdx.edu.

UNST 421, Collaborations: Boys and Girls Club (6 credits) Heather Petzold, (503) 725-5376, petzoldh@pdx.edu This course focuses on the importance of service learning in our community. As a class, we will have the opportunity to discover, evaluate, and reflect on the needs of our community by creating and facilitating educational workshops, mentoring, and exploring fundraising opportunities for the Boys and Girls Club. Students will learn respect for themselves and others as part of a community and will promote teamwork, leadership and problem solving skills. Community issues to be addressed include: listening, intercultural communication, leadership, mediation, and cooperative learning skills. Additional time outside of class hours will be required. As we are working with youth, a background check will be required as well.  UNST 421, Communication Education Outreach (6 credits) Gloria Totten, totteng@pdx.edu This Capstone explores developing and teaching lesson plans on basic skills such as communication and liberal arts (topics vary). Students will be required to work as an interdisciplinary team, researching information, practicing and presenting course material in a classroom setting (grades K to 12, depending on the community partner). This course requires an out of class commitment of 40 minutes to an hour - plus commute time - for 4 to 6 times during the last 4 weeks of the term - during school hours (9 am to 2 pm). Attendance for all 4 to 6 times is mandatory. Contact instructor with questions.  UNST 421, Community Psychology (3 credits) Keith Kaufman, kaufmank@pdx.edu This two quarter Capstone focuses on applications of basic psychological knowledge and methods to community problems. Students join a work team providing consultation to a community organization or agency. Students have an opportunity to choose from a number of field projects in cooperation with community agencies engaged in social service in the fields of health, education, corrections, welfare, and others. Projects result in products of value to community agencies such as program evaluations, climate studies or volunteer recruitment videos. Students develop consultation and group skills, work collaboratively with community partners, and learn about the field of community psychology.  UNST 421, Contemplative Practice and Civic Engagement (3 credits) Leslie McBride, bqlm@pdx.edu This Capstone explores the relationship between awareness developed through contemplative practice and engagement in the world. It encourages inquiry into the root causes of social concerns and the role of mindfulness and insight in understanding and addressing those root causes. Regular, consistent contemplative practice is central to this Capstone; individual and group reflection also play key roles. Civic engagement opportunities are developed according to student interest and community partner need.

UNST 421, Conversation Partners (6 credits) Betsy Kraft, ekraft@pdx.edu Tuesdays 10:30-12:00 and Thursdays 10:30-15:00 This Capstone class meets entirely on the Clackamas Community College campus in Oregon City. Capstone students will lead small conversation groups of adult English as a Second Language learners for 3 hours a week on the Clackamas Community College campus. Following the Thursday conversation groups, capstone students will remain on campus for their coursework. Coursework will include ESL strategies for maintaining conversation, an introduction to intercultural communication, and issues pertaining to immigration. Upon registering online for the course, contact the instructor at the email address above for building and classroom information.

UNST 421, Cross-Community Connections (6 credits)

Cynthia Carmina Gomez, gomezc@pdx.edu
This Capstone offers students an analysis of social justice theory; a foundation for understanding the process of cultural competency; a survey of leadership and conflict resolution models; a framework that promotes successful civic engagement; and an application of these principles in community settings. Students are given the option of choosing from four community partners and, in small groups, will complete projects addressing a pre-determined need, promoting lasting change and encouraging collaboration among those being served.

UNST 421, Design, Development and Delivery of Interactive Media and E-Learning Products (6 credits)

Doug Christensen, christd@pdx.edu
This Capstone focuses on creating media-rich interactive e-learning products for the Global Education Xchange (gex.org). All students will learn the GEX e-learning production process, use e-communication tools, and develop their own website by the end of week two. By week three, each student will select an area of specialization based on their future goals and job aspirations. Specialty areas include topics such as instructional design, writing, animation, audio, illustration, photography, programming, localization, interactive assessment, and production management. Students are expected to learn the applications and tools necessary for their specialty area without classroom instruction. This Capstone requires students to be highly motivated self-learners that are willing to commit 12-15 hours per week to this experience. Students on the wait list, or wishing to add the class, will be prioritized based on project needs rather than any specific ordering. Questions should be e-mailed to: christd@pdx.edu. 

UNST 421, Developing Assets in Homeless and Disadvantaged Populations (6 credits)

Jean Lasater, lasaterjc@comcast.net
Students will work with and beside at-risk youth and homeless families in creating a unique project to strengthen and enhance the ability of social service programs to function within a developmental assets framework. This Capstone will engage students in understanding the psychosocial factors that place youth and families at risk and disadvantage and how incorporation of developmental assets can help overcome deficiencies. During their field placement, students will work closely with human services program staff and program participants to achieve pre-established, measurable goals, unique to each project and program. This course will be held at the Salem Center.

UNST 421, Effective Environmental Education , (6 credits)

Stephanie Wagner, stephanie@tryonfriends.org
This course focuses on the preparation and presentation of effective environmental education programs for elementary school children. The participants will be preparing interpretive materials and programs to be used in the classroom and on the trails of Tryon Creek State Park. Participants will work in collaborative groups to develop a comprehensive interpretive program based on an ecological theme. Thesis will include topics such as habitat, adaptation, and biodiversity. Students will be expected to research a topic, produce written material to be used by teachers in the classroom, and present an interpretive program for elementary students at the park. This course will meet at the Tryon Creek State Park Nature Center during Fall term from 9:00 a.m. - noon on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

UNST 421, Empowering Communities with GIS and Asset Mapping (3 credits)

Meg Merrick, merrickm@pdx.edu
Through the use of GIS, research, and asset mapping techniques, students will work with community partners to empower them to strategically promote their missions. Community partners have included: Portland Farmers Market; the Regional Arts and Culture Council; Johnson Creek Watershed Council; Caring Communities; and Portland Parks and Recreation. No GIS experience is required.

UNST 421, Enhancing Youth Literacy (3 credits)

Mary Seitz, seitzm@pdx.edu
Capstone students will assist for a minimum of two hours per week at King Elementary School in NE Portland both fall and winter terms, for a total of at least 40 hours of community service. In small groups, PSU students will research and document the literacy needs and resources of the school in a project as yet to be determined by King administration, and will also help to organize and host a literacy night at the school for parents and others in the community. In addition to the projects directly related to King, the class will meet at PSU 2 hours per week to discuss readings on service learning, education, and the status of on-going projects. Individual writing assignments include a personal reflective journal and a final reflective narrative each term, and a more formal book review winter term.

UNST 421, Evaluating the Effectiveness of Criminal Justice Interventions (3 credits)

Don Trapp, don.trapp@co.multnomah.or.us
This course explores the impact of parole and probation supervision from the offender’s perspective. Students will develop and administer a survey/interview regarding the supervision process to offenders on probation and parole in Multnomah County. Students will participate in all phases of the research from development, administration, data analysis, and preparation of the research report. The final product will be a written report and oral presentation of the research findings to University and Multnomah County Department of Community Justice staff.

UNST 421, Family Mathematics (6 credits) 

Sandy Kralovec, (503) 266-8691, sandyk@canby.com 
Students work with elementary classroom teachers to observe the teaching of elementary mathematics and participate as student mentors. The final project is the presentation of a Family Math Night at the partner elementary school. Students will develop appropriate mathematical activities for the Family Math Night event to present to parents the mathematics the students are learning in school. Students are responsible for advertising, organizing, and implementing the Family Math Night event. Four to six hours of community service time per week is required. These hours also must be during regular school hours.

UNST 421, Gay Rights, Television, Film, and Social Change (6 credits) 

Wende Morgaine, wendemm@gmail.com 
The struggle for gay rights in America has encountered many challenges over the last 40+ years: police brutality, homosexuality being classified as mental illness, AIDS, and most recently, the widespread banning of gay marriage. Although some strides have been made, injustice is rampant. In the quest for gay rights, the question remains: what strategies are most effective? This course examines a few possible strategies, some of which students will try to implement in their local community partner. The role the media (film and television) plays in moving the struggle for gay rights forward is also the subject of in-depth examination in this course.

UNST 421, Girl Power (6 credits)

Sally Eck, ecks@pdx.edu
This class will work with teen girls to raise their awareness of resources and activities in the Portland Area. We will conduct a series of rap sessions with teens and coordinate writing workshops in order to provide spaces for teen girls to think, talk, and write about current issues in their lives. We will also work with local teen agencie4s to build local community coalitions of organizations advocating on behalf of teen girls.

UNST 421, Global Portland, Bantu Resettlement (3 credits)

Sam Gioia, gioia@pdx.edu
The Bantu are a minority group that suffered greatly during Somalia’s civil war. After years in refugee camps Bantu have been resettled in the U.S. this year. This Capstone will focus on identifying and serving the needs of Portland’s Bantu community during their initial cultural adjustment. Service activities will include collaboration in a Bantu community garden, tutoring in language and academic skills, and other projects as the need becomes evident. This Capstone collaborates with the National Bantu Resettlement Project and will include orientation to cultural and historical issues for the Bantu. This Capstone will take place during the fall and winter terms. Attendance at the first day of class is required.

UNST 421, Global Portland: Politics of Immigration (3 credits)

Sam Gioia, gioia@pdx.edu
Immigration to the United States does not happen by accident. Often, immigrants and refugees come to America as the indirect result of U.S. foreign policy. What are the pushes and pulls that lead to immigration in the 21st Century? How are immigrants treated once they get to the United States? What responsibility do American citizens have towards immigrants and refugees? "Global Portland: Politics of Immigration" will explore the conditions of immigrants and refugees, from the macro to the micro level. Learn about the influences, including media and politics, affecting these individuals and what small groups of citizens can do to address large-scale social issues. In collaboration with Community Language and Culture Bank (www.clcbank.org), students will engage in three community projects designed to have a local impact on U.S. immigration policy. Students will spend 20 hours outside of class time on their respective projects.

UNST 421, Grant Writing for Environmental Advocacy (6 credits)

Celine Fitzmaurice, celine@pdx.edu
Grant writing skills are critical to the survival of many non-profit environmental organizations. In this course you will learn grant writing skills by developing real proposals for an environmental non-profit. The role of individuals and community-based movements in advocating for the environment will play a central role in class discussions and reflective writing assignments throughout the term.

UNST 421, Grantwriting for Community Improvement (6 credits)

Susan Barrett, susan@igoweb.org
Students in this Capstone course will partner with a local non-profit to assist them in building their capacity. Students will learn how to use numerous resources for locating prospective funders and how to analyze their findings. A portfolio of grant proposals will be developed by students, in addition to a grant workshop that they students will prepare for our community partner.

UNST 421, Grantwriting for Social Change (6 credits)

Patti Haack, haackp@pdx.edu
Description: Participants in this Senior Capstone will work with a local non-profit organization to write a grant proposal intended for program expansion and maintenance. Students, as the grant writers, will learn the different pieces of the grant writing process: researching different funding options, assessing the organization’s needs, and learning the language of effective grant writing proposals, which will culminate in the writing of a convincing grant proposal for the community partner. For additional information, please contact Patti Haack at haackp@pdx.edu or view at http://web.pdx.edu/~haackp. 

UNST 421, Hunger in the City: In Search of Community Food Security (6 credits)

Celine Fitzmaurice, celine@pdx.edu
This course focuses on "Community Food Security", the idea that all people should have access to healthy, affordable and culturally appropriate food. Students will partner with a local agency working to ensure food security in the Portland area.

UNST 421, Immigration and the Workforce (6 credits)

Andrew Reed, (503) 772-2317, areed@seworks.org
Students will directly participate in research projects and programs conducted by SE Works One Stop, a non-profit workforce development agency in SE Portland. Past projects have included researching hiring practices and trends by employers who are hiring limited-English proficiency (LEP) workers and projects to improve communication and to identify cultural issues between LEP workers and employers in the health care industry. The course focuses on educating employers, workforce development practitioners, jobseekers, and the general public about the impact of immigration in the workplace. Classroom topics include immigration, sociocultural behavior, and workforce development. Students will be required to tutor 2 hours outside of class at SE Works One Stop with LEP jobseekers who want to increase their English skills.

UNST 421, Influencing Public Policy: Lessons Learned from Tobacco Prevention (6 credits)

Debbie Kaufman, dkaufman@pacifier.com
Learn about and be part of the public health community's efforts to speak the truth about the impacts of tobacco on health, health care and the economy, and to change public opinion and policy. This course will teach students practical skills for influencing policy using the model of the tobacco prevention community. Topics will include the importance of personal stories and scientific research, framing and targeting your message, countering false information, and building community support.

UNST 421, Inside Out Prison Exchange (6 credits)

Amy Spring, springa@pdx.edu
This Inside-Out Prison Exchange Capstone is an opportunity for a small group of students from Portland State University and a group of residents at the Coffee Creek Women's Prison to exchange ideas and perceptions about crime and justice, the criminal justice system, corrections and imprisonment. It is a chance for all participants to gain a deeper understanding of the criminal justice system through the marriage of theoretical knowledge and practical experience achieved by weekly meetings throughout the term. This course will take place inside Coffee Creek Prison. PSU students and women in prison will take this class together. In this class we will complete a collaborative project that includes setting up a recycling system for the Coffee Creek Prison. Students who take this class must be able to pass a criminal background check.

UNST 421, Juvenile Justice, (6 credits)

Deb Smith, debs@pdx.edu 
This course partners with the school at the Donald E. Long Detention Center, the juvenile detention facility in Multnomah County. Working directly with youth who are detained, students will develop and implement creative projects throughout the course of the term. These projects are meant to be both educational and fun. Through this community-based work, as well as through reading, discussion and reflection papers, students in this Capstone will have the opportunity to deeply examine current issues in juvenile justice. Enrollment is limited to 15; students must be 21 or over and be able to pass a criminal background check in order to participate in this Capstone.

UNST 421, Linking the Generations: Communication, Aging and Society (6 credits)

Cindy Palmer, palmerc@pdx.edu, palmerc@opusnet.com (please email both accounts) 
Students will engage with older adults to complete a variety of life history projects. Students will address their assumptions and stereotypes toward the aging population and will reflect upon personal barriers and successes in the intergenerational communication process. Communication issues will be addressed in the areas of intrapersonal, interpersonal, and intercultural communication. In addition to the community work, the course will focus on interdisciplinary discussions, lectures, and activities to increase awareness of the older population. This is an evening course with travel to off campus site and a background check required. Fingerprinting also may be required. Contact instructor upon registration to complete paperwork prior to start date. Processing can delay work in the community.

UNST 421, Mathematics and Society (3 credits)

Paul Latiolais, (503) 725- 3632, hmpl@pdx.edu
In the first quarter, students explore applications of mathematics in a variety of disciplines as well as the impact of society-sanctioned math avoidance on marginalized populations and on fulfillment of workforce needs. In the second quarter, students prepare and deliver math presentations to high school classes and/or after-school programs.

UNST 421, Media Literacy: Navigating the Making of Meaning (3 credits)

Mark Oldani, moldani@riverdale.k12.or.us 
Media literacy is the study of the effect that various modes of communication have on the information that is being transmitted. The investigation of issues related to media crosses disciplinary boundaries and is a focus of some of the current K-12 curriculum. Students will learn about the impact of commercial media on themselves and their community and develop various approaches to address the impact of media on their community. Students will work directly with members of the community including radio and TV stations, and high school or middle school teachers to research and prepare units of study on the issues surrounding media literacy.

UNST 421, Meditation for Global Healing (6 credits) 

Julie Porter, porterj@teleport.com 
Qigong is an ancient Chinese healing practice that encompasses a philosophy of living with a quiet mind, open heart, and in service to others. This Capstone will give students the opportunity to explore the personal, community and global implications of this healing practice and its underlying philosophy. Students will learn Qigong forms and document their physical, emotional, and spiritual progress. As a final project, they will incorporate their personal experience and observations with research-based findings to develop educational outreach materials and strategies for community partners.

UNST 421, Monumental Women: Portland's History on the Web and on the Ground (6 credits)

Janice Dilg, dilg@teleport.com
This Capstone builds on previous research and writing used to develop the Women City Builders website. Students will examine the choices communities make about who to honor for their contributions to society and how they are memorialized. Women from many backgrounds contributed time, money, and expertise to develop, fund, and shape the culture of Portland since its founding. The course will teach students how to conduct research with primary and secondary source materials, and to apply those skills by expanding and enhancing the content of the current website. In addition, students will explore ways to integrate the website into the Walk of the Heroines project.

UNST 421, Multimedia Production (6 credits)

Robert Bremmer, robertfbremmer@msn.com
The Multimedia Capstone develops skills in dynamic group communication at multiple levels through learning to build a promotional and/or educational software project for a community partner. We divide into four functional areas: Technical, Creative, Client Liaison and Management. Students acquire and develop content, design and build the look and feel as well as navigational schema, and make decisions about how best to present the clients needs in a focused manner, and how best to harness technology to develop the project. At the conclusion of the class students will possess a journal which shows how they learned and grew through the development of a final product starting from the conceptual idea stage, and will possess a copy of the final product in CD or DVD form. 

Students should feel comfortable expressing and exchanging ideas both verbally and in writing and working towards a common goal. There is plenty of room for individual creative application yet it must fit within and help the overall development of one project outcome. This class requires group work and communication outside of class time, as arranged by the four separate groups themselves, to meet their group objectives. 

UNST 421, Next Generation Civic Leadership (6 credits)

Stephanie Blackman, blackman@pdx.edu
Students in this Capstone will develop skills in leading and creating opportunities for civic engagement and education through the Oregon Bus Project. Students will work on one of the organization’s many projects while exploring their role as an individual in society with the capacity to create change. Students will apply skills in writing, marketing, planning, graphic design, event coordination, organizing for a cause, communication, and civic leadership and will discuss civic affairs in class. 

UNST 421, Preserving LGBTQ History (6 credits)

Christa Orth, corth@pdx.edu
This course introduces methods of preserving lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer history. The course examines the ways community and academic historians document the often hidden history of LGBTQ communities. The Gay and Lesbian Archives of the Pacific Northwest is our community partner as we learn about recording oral histories and processing the archival collections of our queer history in Oregon.

UNST 421, Public Relations for Non-Profits (3 credits) 

Walt Amacher, (503) 725-3737, wseditor@aol.com
In recognition of the need for governmental agencies and nonprofits to access their constituency, this Capstone provides public relations and communications training for senior students as it applies to nonprofit and governmental organizations. The course objectives are: 1) To learn basic public relations and media literacy, 2) To work as a team to provide public relations consultation services to a small organization, and 3) To gain practical experience in working with the media and small organizations. In addition to textbook materials and class presentations, this course includes guest lecturers. 

UNST 421, Quality Assurance for High School Student Water Quality Monitoring (6 credits)

Torrey Lindbo, lindbo@pdx.edu
Capstone students will coordinate and implement all aspects of the quality assurance project plan (QAPP) for the Student Watershed Research Project (SWRP)’s volunteer stream monitoring program. This course will integrate chemical, biological and physical watershed analysis skills, including macroinvertebrate and plant identification, performing field/lab analysis of duplicate water quality samples, and mathematically determining whether the accuracy and precision goals of the QAPP are being met. Additional course work will include discussion and review of quality assurance methods, the Clean Water Act, and the value of Volunteer Monitoring programs.

UNST 421, Reflecting Community (6 credits)

Carol Gabrielli, cg@pdx.edu
Students in this Capstone class will partner with Holy Redeemer Catholic Grade School in North Portland (www.holyredeemer.org). Holy Redeemer serves a diverse ethnic, cultural and faith-oriented community. Its spiritually-influenced curriculum emphasizes justice, service and peace for over 350 students in kindergarten through 8th grade. This community-based learning class is designed to ignite question, wonder and reflection particularly related to mentorship, leadership, facilitation and direct service, but not limited to that. Through lived experiences, classroom exercises, pertinent reflections and out-of-classroom assignments, students will gain a wider and deeper sense of self and other. Each student in this community-based learning class will commit to twenty-five hours of mentoring throughout the ten weeks of this term. Students are strongly encouraged to consider the magnitude of this undertaking. Students will be expected to schedule consistent daytime hours that are suitable for both Holy Redeemer and the student. Class attendance is 40% of final grade. A criminal background check prior is required prior to the first day of class. There is a $10 charge for the criminal background check.

Permission of instructor required. Contact instructor by phone (503-725-8993) for full details regarding course requirements and background check form.

UNST 421, Science Inquiry in the Outdoor Classroom (6 credits)

Rick Hugo, hugo@pdx.edu
Students will volunteer as Science Mentors with Wolftree, Inc., an award-winning non-profit science education organization. Wolftree brings children in grades 4-12 out of the classroom and into the field for hands-on, inquiry-based science education. Wolftree's main field site is at Mount Hood, and other sites are located up to 90 minutes from Portland. Students will also spend several "field" days in classrooms. The class will meet on Mondays to discuss topics related to science inquiry and pedagogy. This course is designed for both Science majors and students going into education. Students must commit to one full day (Tuesday - Friday) in the field per week, and are responsible for their own transportation. Students must also complete a criminal history. Instructor's approval is required for registration, so contact the instructor for correct enrollment information. This course requires significant time outside listed course hours.

UNST 421, Sexual Minority Youth: Their Stories and Needs (6 credits)

Molly Gray, graymolly@hotmail.com
It is estimated that 1 in 10 individuals identify as a sexual minority. Often an already challenging stage in identity development, gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender & questioning (GLBTQ) youth face a set of issues unique to their daily lives. “We’re Here” will examine the paths sexual and gender minority youth navigate in American society, exploring such questions as: What challenges do GLBTQ youth encounter? How do they cope, survive, find understanding & celebrate themselves amidst homophobia and intolerance? How do GLBTQ experiences vary across difference such as race, ethnicity, class, religion, gender and expression? Has the growing strength of political mobilization and visibility of GLBTQ issues affected and/or included the needs of youth? How can youth needs be brokered by social services, families, and the community at large? Our community partner will be the Sexual Minority Youth Resource Center (SMYRC).

UNST 421, Social Justice for Adolescents (3 credits) Cynthia Gomez, gomezc@pdx.edu & Sally Eck, ecks@pdx.edu This course is an advanced exploration of diversity and social justice in the United States. This Capstone provides students with an exploration of adolescent development theory; a framework for understanding specific forms and the interlocking systems of oppression; a process to explore how oppression affects our lives; a pedagogical framework for teaching and training about concepts of oppression and diversity; and an application of these ideologies and skills in secondary schools.

UNST 421, Sustaining Oregon's Communities and Landscapes (6 credits)

Peter Kopp, peterk@pdx.edu and Joshua Binus, joshuab@ohs.org
In 1989, the World Commission on Environment and Development defined sustainable development as “[development that] meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations.” As the 21st century progresses, the concepts of sustainable development and sustainability have become increasingly complex. Partnering with Sustainable Northwest, a non-profit organization that promotes environmentally-sound economic development in regional communities, this class will explore the idea of sustainability by looking at its historical meaning, and connect with and chronicle sustainable enterprises in the Willamette Valley through oral histories.

UNST 421, Tapping the Wisdom Within: A Community-Based Volunteer Tutoring

Program for Lane Middle School (2 credits)

Sara Schwartz, schwars@pdx.edu
This course will facilitate student learning about how community intervention, empowerment, youth development, and "community campus" educational models are utilized to develop community/school-based support programs for children and parents living and learning in multicultural underserved communities. The objective of this course (over three academic terms) is to provide students with the opportunity, via a volunteer tutoring and teacher’s aid program, to observe, analyze, and participate in a local middle school campus community. Through direct participation and classroom experiences, students will learn how the provision of positive role models (i.e.: tutors), within the context of a full-service school model, can facilitate positive youth development and outcomes. Students will be encouraged to integrate classroom learning on tutoring, child/adolescent development and full-service schools in their tutoring experiences with high-risk middle school adolescents. Students will also be given the opportunity to participate in program evolution efforts reflective of their learning experiences and observations.

UNST 421, The Bicycle Barrier: Alternative Transportation Issues in Portland (6 credits)

Scott Cohen, sbcohen@pdx.edu
This course will explore alternative transportation, particularly bicycling, issues facing Portland and the nation. We'll look at larger issues of energy, urban design, land use, and cultural values. Our partnership project will focus on bicycle safety and attitudes.

UNST 421, The Natural Food Industry and the Cooperative Business Model (6 credits)

Pedro Ferbel-Azcarate, pferbel@yahoo.com
This Capstone will provide an orientation to the cooperative business model in the booming natural food industry. Students will gain hands on experience working with the community partner, People’s Food Cooperative, on various business related inquiries including financial analyses, marketing studies, and plans for short and long term growth. We will address different business strategies in the natural food industry and for cooperative businesses, specifically, and make the connection to broader themes including health and nutrition, food security, environmental sustainability, urban design, and community development. 

UNST 421, The Spirituality of Being Awake (6 credits)

Carol Gabrielli, cg@pdx.edu
Students in this Capstone class will arrive with something they call “spirituality” or “spiritual practice” or “wisdom tradition,” whatever shape or path that is. All practices and traditions are welcome. The community partners for this class are Rose Haven and JOIN. Rose Haven is a place of hospitality and resource for women experiencing homelessness in Old Town, Portland. JOIN is primarily an outreach center providing vital resources for men and women experiencing homelessness in SE Portland.

Through direct service with Rose Haven and JOIN students will discover and explore the connections between their direct-service experiences and their spirituality. As a class community we will ask questions like: How is one’s spirituality informed by one’s observations and awarenesses? How are one’s observations and awarenesses informed by one’s spirituality? What is the cost of being wide awake? 

For their final product, students will utilize their lived experiences to develop and facilitate a project that supports the mission of their affiliated agency.

Students in this class will make a commitment to twenty-five hours of service over the course of the term. Daytime availability is required. Class attendance is 40% of final grade. Call if you have any questions: 503.725.8993.

UNST 421, Tutoring Adult ESL (6 credits)

Betsy Kraft, ekraft@pdx.edu
Capstone students will tutor small groups of adult English as a Second Language learners for 2.5 hours a week at Portland Community College SE Center. Each week, tutoring will focus on conversation, a short reading, and a journal entry. Capstone students must schedule their tutoring with the instructor before registering for the course. In addition, all Capstone students will meet from 12:45-15:45 every Wednesday on the PSU campus for coursework on ESL strategies and immigration issues. Contact the instructor for permission to register for this class at ekraft@pdx.edu.

UNST 421, Upward Bound (6 credits)

Deb Smith, debs@pdx.edu
This Capstone partners with the Upward Bound/Educational Talent Search/Project Plus programs designed to enhance the educational opportunities of low-income middle and high school students. Projects may include tutoring students one-on-one, creating and presenting to classes on various topics, and organizing and participating in field trips, recreational, cultural and volunteer activities.

 

apstone Courses beginning Winter 2007 

UNST 421, Business Outreach Capstone (3 credits)

Gary Brown, (503)725-3705, garyb@sba.pdx.edu
Students will provide assistance to not-for-profit and for-profit organizations located within the Portland metropolitan area. The goals are to assist organizations in becoming more stable and successful, and to provide opportunities for students to work in communities surrounding PSU. Projects will be identified through the Business Outreach Program and assigned to student teams for accomplishment over a two-term time frame. Students will learn to collaboratively provide needed assistance through multidisciplinary teams.

UNST 421, Business Strategy in a High Tech Start-up Environment (6 credits)

Talya Bauer, (502) 725-505-, talyab@sba.pdx.edu
Students will help high tech start-up firms with various business functions such as developing business plans, marketing strategies, market analysis, etc. This course is especially well-suited for business students (marketing, management, accounting, finance, etc.), engineering management students, as well as anyone interested in the topic. 

UNST 421, Change for the Common Good (6 credits)

Vicki Reitenauer, vicr@pdx.edu
During this year-long Capstone experience, students will work closely with the students and faculty of one the small schools that constitute Madison High School in northeast Portland. In weekly meetings with groups of first-year high-school students, Capstone students will provide mentorship and role models of academic possibility and achievement, support academic challenges, help students develop their required academic portfolios, share time management and organizational strategies, offer advice on college and other life options, and engage in other activities mutually beneficial and satisfying to both PSU and Madison students. During weekly class meetings at PSU, students will collaborate on curriculum and activity design, reflect on their experiences at Madison, and examine literature and other resources that speak to some aspect of public education in general and the challenges facing Portland public education in particular. No previous experience necessary, but a strong desire to be part of positive action in public education is useful. Registration requires signature of the instructor: Contact Vicki Reitenauer at 503-725-5847 or vicr@pdx.edu.

UNST 421, Civic Leadership (6 credits)

Stephanie Blackman, stblackman@yahoo.com
Students in this Capstone will develop skills in leading and creating opportunities for civic engagement and education. Students will work on one of the community partner’s many projects while exploring their role as an individual in society with the capacity to create change. Students will apply skills in writing, marketing, planning, graphic design, event coordination, organizing for a cause, communication, and civic leadership and will discuss civic affairs in class.

UNST 421, Collaborations: Boys and Girls Club (6 credits)

Heather Petzold, (503) 725-5376, petzoldh@pdx.edu
This course focuses on the importance of service learning in our community. As a class, we will have the opportunity to discover, evaluate, and reflect on the needs of our community by creating and facilitating educational workshops, mentoring, and exploring fundraising opportunities for the Boys and Girls Club. Students will learn respect for themselves and others as part of a community and will promote teamwork, leadership and problem solving skills. Community issues to be addressed include: listening, intercultural communication, leadership, mediation, and cooperative learning skills. Additional time outside of class hours will be required. As we are working with youth, a background check will be required as well.

UNST 421, Communication Education Outreach (6 credits)

Gloria Totten, totteng@pdx.edu
This Capstone explores developing and teaching lesson plans on basic skills such as communication and liberal arts (topics vary). Students will be required to work as an interdisciplinary team, researching information, practicing and presenting course material in a classroom setting (grades K to 12, depending on the community partner). This course requires an out of class commitment of 40 minutes to an hour - plus commute time - for 4 to 6 times during the last 4 weeks of the term - during school hours (9 am to 2 pm). Attendance for all 4 to 6 times is mandatory. Contact instructor with questions.

UNST 421, Conversation Partners (6 Credits) Betsy Kraft, ekraft@pdx.edu This Capstone class meets entirely on the Clackamas Community College campus in Oregon City. Capstone students will lead small conversation groups of adult English as a Second Language learners for 3 hours a week on the Clackamas Community College campus. Following the Thursday conversation groups, capstone students will remain on campus for their coursework. Coursework will include ESL strategies for maintaining conversation, an introduction to intercultural communication, and issues pertaining to immigration. Upon registering online for the course, contact the instructor at the email address above for building and classroom information.

UNST 421, Educating the Community about Metro's Roles and Services (6 credits)  Lynn Weigand, lynnweigand@comcast.net  As Portland’s regional government, Metro’s role encompasses a wide range of functions. However, many citizens are unaware of Metro and the role it plays in our region. Metro will serve as the community partner for this course. Students will explore Metro’s roles and services to the metropolitan region and develop public education materials that provide a basic understanding of those services.

UNST 421, Gay Rights, Television, Film, and Social Change I (6 credits) Wende Morgaine, (503) 577-7712, wendemm@gmail.com The struggle for gay rights in America has encountered many challenges over the last 40+ years: police brutality, homosexuality being classified as mental illness, AIDS, and most recently, the widespread banning of gay marriage. Although some strides have been made, injustice is rampant. In the quest for gay rights, the question remains: what strategies are most effective? This course examines one such strategy, which students will being to implement in their local community. The role the media (film and television) plays in moving the struggle for gay rights forward is also the subject of in-depth examination in this course.  UNST 421, Girl Power (6 credits) Sally Eck, ecks@pdx.edu This class will work with teen girls to raise their awareness of resources and activities in the Portland Area. We will conduct a series of rap sessions with teens and coordinate writing workshops in order to provide spaces for teen girls to think, talk, and write about current issues in their lives. We will also work with local teen agencie4s to build local community coalitions of organizations advocating on behalf of teen girls.  UNST 421, Grant Writing for Environmental Advocacy (6 credits) Celine Fitzmaurice, celine@pdx.edu Grant writing skills are critical to the survival of many non-profit environmental organizations. In this course you will learn grant writing skills by developing real proposals for an environmental non-profit. The role of individuals and community-based movements in advocating for the environment will play a central role in class discussions and reflective writing assignments throughout the term.  UNST 421, Grantwriting for Social Change (6 credits) Patti Haack, haackp@pdx.edu Description: Participants in this Senior Capstone will work with a local non-profit organization to write a grant proposal intended for program expansion and maintenance. Students, as the grant writers, will learn the different pieces of the grant writing process: researching different funding options, assessing the organization’s needs, and learning the language of effective grant writing proposals, which will culminate in the writing of a convincing grant proposal for the community partner. For additional information, please contact Patti Haack at haackp@pdx.edu or view at http://web.pdx.edu/~haackp.   UNST 421, Immigration and the Workforce I (6 credits) Andrew Reed, (503) 772-2317, areed@seworks.org Students will directly participate in research projects and programs conducted by SE Works One Stop, a non-profit workforce development agency in SE Portland. Past projects have included researching hiring practices and trends by employers who are hiring limited-English proficiency (LEP) workers and projects to improve communication and to identify cultural issues between LEP workers and employers in the health care industry. The course focuses on educating employers, workforce development practitioners, jobseekers, and the general public about the impact of immigration in the workplace. Classroom topics include immigration, sociocultural behavior, and workforce development. Students will be required to tutor 2 hours outside of class at SE Works One Stop with LEP jobseekers who want to increase their English skills.  UNST 421, Influencing Public Policy: Lessons Learned from Tobacco Prevention (6 credits) Debbie Kaufman, dkaufman@pacifier.com Learn about and be part of the public health community's efforts to speak the truth about the impacts of tobacco on health, health care and the economy, and to change public opinion and policy. This course will teach students practical skills for influencing policy using the model of the tobacco prevention community. Topics will include the importance of personal stories and scientific research, framing and targeting your message, countering false information, and building community support.

UNST 421, Invisible Oregon: Documenting the Lives of Oregon’s Most Vulnerable Citizens (3 credits)  Richard White, (503) 725-4046, whiter@pdx.edu Students with a variety of backgrounds will work with Capital Cable Television, to create a unique documentary research product that combines photography, videography, and first-person narratives that explore the community life and culture of relatively hidden and often voiceless communities in the Salem area. This year, Capstone students will partner with Oregon Department of Corrections volunteer chaplains, and Marion County Juvenile Enrichment through Mentoring to explore the effects of incarceration and reentry on families. Students will examine the importance of identity, place, community, culture and community building. PSU students working with CCTV and our community partners will incorporate theory with community experience to create documents (video, photo, text) in the voice of members of these hidden communities.

UNST 421, Japanese Language Program for Elementary Students: The Moshi Moshi Program (3 credits) Suwako Watanabe, (503) 725-5284, watanabes@pdx.edu  Capstone students will work with the Moshi Moshi Program, a Japanese language program for elementary students in the Portland Public School District, by assisting a classroom teacher or developing teaching materials. Students may also assist with video production, web development, and program promotion. Students will address various issues pertaining to foreign language learning and teaching, including multiple intelligences, Japanese language/culture, and diversity. Basic Japanese (completion of JPN 201) is recommended by not a requirement. The class will meet at PSU for 1-2 hours per week, and a minimum of two hours of community service per week is required.  UNST 421, Juvenile Justice Deb Smith Arthur, (503) 725-5831, debs@pdx.edu  This course partners with the school at the Donald E. Long Detention Center, the juvenile detention facility in Multnomah County. Working directly with youth who are detained, students will develop and implement creative projects throughout the course of the term. These projects are meant to be both educational and fun. Through this community-based work, as well as through reading, discussion and reflection papers, students in this Capstone will have the opportunity to deeply examine current issues in juvenile justice. Enrollment is limited to 15; students must be 21 or over and be able to pass a criminal background check in order to participate in this Capstone.  UNST 421, Leading Latinos: Youth Committed to Social Change and Personal Growth (3 credits) Cynthia Gomez, (503) 725-9025, gomezc@pdx.edu  This course is part of the Oregon Leadership Institute (OLI) and offers high school students of Latino decent an opportunity to learn the skills necessary to become effective leaders. Chicano/Latino Studies and the Oregon Council for Hispanic Advancement have partnered to offer this course to help youth acquire the means to promote life-long learning, academic success, and leadership. Students will learn the mentoring process, effective communication strategies, how to facilitate leadership activities, and social activism. Students will also learn about educational issues that effect Latino youth. T 1840-2020.  UNST 421, Linking the Generations: Communication, Aging and Society (6 credits) Cindy Palmer, (971) 221-5883, palmerc@pdx.edu, palmerc@opusnet.com (please email both accounts) Students will engage with older adults to complete a variety of life history projects. Students will address their assumptions and stereotypes toward the aging population and will reflect upon personal barriers and successes in the intergenerational communication process. Communication issues will be addressed in the areas of intrapersonal, interpersonal, and intercultural communication. In addition to the community work, the course will focus on interdisciplinary discussions, lectures, and activities to increase awareness of the older population. This is an evening course with travel to off campus site and a background check required. Fingerprinting also may be required. Contact instructor upon registration to complete paperwork prior to start date. Processing can delay work in the community  UNST 421, Meditation for Global Healing (6 credits)  Julie Porter, porterj@teleport.com  Qigong is an ancient Chinese healing practice that encompasses a philosophy of living with a quiet mind, open heart, and in service to others. This Capstone will give students the opportunity to explore the personal, community and global implications of this healing practice and its underlying philosophy. Students will learn Qigong forms and document their physical, emotional, and spiritual progress. As a final project, they will incorporate their personal experience and observations with research-based findings to develop educational outreach materials and strategies for community partners.  UNST 421, Multimedia Production (6 credits) Robert Bremmer, (503) 725-3521, bremmer@pdx.edu This course develops multimedia software for community partners (some past clients have been: Horizon Airlines, OHSU, and the Northwest Power Planning Council). We primarily use macromedia and adobe software. Client Liaisons, Management, Technical, and Creative; are the four areas of development focus. Students from any major are welcome and the more diversity the better for the class. This is a group dynamic course, and the results of the term are entirely up to the composition of each class, therefore results differ term-by-term. While we have never failed to create a software product, that is a secondary feature of the class. The primary feature is the development of an efficient group dynamic and the documentation of its development so that the process can be used by the individual student after the class has ended. This course is communication intensive. Much writing is required and much speaking and negotiating with fellow team members is required. Students must feel comfortable in a fast paced, highly dynamic and communicative environment. Good English skills are necessary.  UNST 421, Music for Social Change (6 credits) Glenna Shepherd, RevGTS@aol.com  This course is a study of the roles of music in social change movements in the United States. Throughout our history, music has been a source of communication, inspiration, and social activism. Music has established and carried the messages which held the energy of substantive social change. Students will explore movements for social change, including labor movements, work for women’s suffrage, the civil right’s movement for African-American inclusion, and the late twentieth-century gay rights movement. Coursework will include analysis of the ethical and social components of work for social change and ways in which music served the character of the movements. Students will interact with local musicians and experience current movements which utilize the power of music. The final project will be a documentary-style live program which reflects the historical and analytical material of the class and features narrative, live performance, selected recordings, readers’ theatre and film. Three hours of outside work per week required. Music background helpful but not required.  UNST 421, Music in the Schools (6 credits) Susan Booth Larson, (503) 245-9080, susanblarson@gmail.com To help with the need for more music programs in elementary schools, students in this Capstone will work in groups to develop and teach lessons that deal with music in some way – music around the world, vibrations and music, the history of music etc. All majors are welcome.  UNST 421, Sexual Assault in the Community and on the College Campus (6 credits) Bridge Gorrow, bridgegorrow@gmail.com Students in this Capstone course will work with the Women's Resource Center and their community partners to organize and implement campaigns to combat sexual assault. The content and structure will be determined in class in participation with the WRC. It is expected that upon completion of the class we will have developed, implemented and assessed our anti-sexual assault campaign.  UNST 421, Sexual Minority Youth: Their Stories and Needs (6 credits) Molly Gray, graymolly@hotmail.com  It is estimated that 1 in 10 individuals identify as a sexual minority. Often an already challenging stage in identity development, gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender & questioning (GLBTQ) youth face a set of issues unique to their daily lives. “We’re Here” will examine the paths sexual and gender minority youth navigate in American society, exploring such questions as: What challenges do GLBTQ youth encounter? How do they cope, survive, find understanding & celebrate themselves amidst homophobia and intolerance? How do GLBTQ experiences vary across difference such as race, ethnicity, class, religion, gender and expression? Has the growing strength of political mobilization and visibility of GLBTQ issues affected and/or included the needs of youth? How can youth needs be brokered by social services, families, and the community at large? Our community partner will be the Sexual Minority Youth Resource Center (SMYRC).  UNST 421, The Bicycle Barrier: Alternative Transportation Issues in Portland (6 credits) Scott Cohen, sbcohen@pdx.edu This course will explore alternative transportation, particularly bicycling, issues facing Portland and the nation. We'll look at larger issues of energy, urban design, land use, and cultural values. Our partnership project will focus on bicycle safety and attitudes.  UNST 421, The Spirituality of Being Awake (6 credits) Carol Gabrielli, cg@pdx.edu Students in this Capstone class will arrive with something they call “spirituality” or “spiritual practice” or “wisdom tradition,” whatever shape or path that is. All practices and traditions are welcome. The community partners for this class are Rose Haven and JOIN. Rose Haven is a place of hospitality and resource for women experiencing homelessness in Old Town, Portland. JOIN is primarily an outreach center providing vital resources for men and women experiencing homelessness in SE Portland. Through direct service with Rose Haven and JOIN students will discover and explore the connections between their direct-service experiences and their spirituality. As a class community we will ask questions like: How is one’s spirituality informed by one’s observations and awarenesses? How are one’s observations and awarenesses informed by one’s spirituality? What is the cost of being wide awake?  For their final product, students will utilize their lived experiences to develop and facilitate a project that supports the mission of their affiliated agency. Students in this class will make a commitment to twenty-five hours of service over the course of the term. Daytime availability is required. Class attendance is 40% of final grade. Call if you have any questions: 503.725.8993.

UNST 421, Tutoring Native American Youth (3 Credits) Anmarie Trimble, (503) 725-9403, atrimble@pdx.edu This 2-term capstone will give students the opportunity to learn and practice tutoring and mentoring to middle school and high school students in various academic disciplines, with the aim of helping the Native American Youth & Family Association (NAYA) fulfill its mission of empowering youth via education, community involvement, and cultural programming by creating positive learning experiences. After initial training, PSU students will meet 1 hour/week at PSU with the instructor, then meet with NAYA students 2 hours/week at NAYA. PSU weekly meetings will include discussions on readings exploring Native American culture, educational challenges facing the local youth community, service learning. Students will also define and implement a final project for NAYA; examples include creating a tutoring manual, adding to existing NAYA tutoring resources, or creating learning exercises for NAYA High School Night. Individual writing assignments of PSU students include personal reflective projects, resource reviews/analyses, and a final reflective narrative. Class initially meets W 1600-1900, then will meet Wednesdays for 1 hour only; the remaining required 2 hours can be scheduled anytime during NAYA's regular tutoring center hours (Mon-Thurs, 3:30-6pm). A background check will be required of all students in this Capstone. 

UNST 421, Tutoring Adult ESL (6 credits)

Betsy Kraft, ekraft@pdx.edu
Capstone students will tutor small groups of adult English as a Second Language learners for 2.5 hours a week at Portland Community College SE Center. Each week, tutoring will focus on conversation, a short reading, and a journal entry. Capstone students must schedule their tutoring with the instructor before registering for the course. In addition, all Capstone students will meet from 12:45-15:45 every Wednesday on the PSU campus for coursework on ESL strategies and immigration issues. Contact the instructor for permission to register for this class at ekraft@pdx.edu.

UNST 421, Upward Bound (6 credits)

Deb Smith Arthur, (503) 725-5831, debs@pdx.edu 
This Capstone partners with the Upward Bound/Educational Talent Search/Project Plus programs designed to enhance the educational opportunities of low-income middle and high school students. Projects may include tutoring students one-on-one, creating and presenting to classes on various topics, and organizing and participating in field trips, recreational, cultural and volunteer activities.

UNST 421, Voices from the Forest 

Donna Sinclair, psu20610@pdx.edu
Students in this course will conduct oral history interviews with women and minorities who work for, or have worked for, the U.S.D.A. Forest Service. Students will learn about civil rights issues, public lands, and will enhance their interviewing and research skills while helping to document an important aspect of Pacific Northwest history.

UNST 421, Youth in Transition, (6 credits)

Carol Holdt, (503) 725-8368, holdtc@pdx.edu 
In this course we will work with students and staff at Tongue Point and Springdale Job Corps centers. Student workgroups will develop and present several training workshops to assist students in Job Corps vocational training programs to transition into the workforce. These include topics such as household budgeting, banking, nutrition, local transportation, etc. Regular reading and writing assignments are required. Several visits to Springdale and Tongue Point Job Corps Centers may also be required. Interested students should visit the following Job Corps websites: www.jobcorps.org , www.springdalejobcorps.org and www.tonguepoint.com . 

Capstones Beginning Spring 2007

UNST 421, Change for the Common Good (6 credits)

Vicki Reitenauer, vicr@pdx.edu, 503-725-5847
During this year-long Capstone experience, students will work closely with the students and faculty of one the small schools that constitute Madison High School in northeast Portland. In weekly meetings with groups of first-year high-school students, Capstone students will provide mentorship and role models of academic possibility and achievement, support academic challenges, help students develop their required academic portfolios, share time management and organizational strategies, offer advice on college and other life options, and engage in other activities mutually beneficial and satisfying to both PSU and Madison students. During weekly class meetings at PSU, students will collaborate on curriculum and activity design, reflect on their experiences at Madison, and examine literature and other resources that speak to some aspect of public education in general and the challenges facing Portland public education in particular. No previous experience necessary, but a strong desire to be part of positive action in public education is useful. Registration requires signature of the instructor. Please see contact information above.

UNST 421, Collaborations: Boys and Girls Club (6 credits)

Heather Petzold, (503) 725-5376, petzoldh@pdx.edu
This course focuses on the importance of service learning in our community. As a class, we will have the opportunity to discover, evaluate, and reflect on the needs of our community by creating and facilitating educational workshops, mentoring, and exploring fundraising opportunities for the Boys and Girls Club. Students will learn respect for themselves and others as part of a community and will promote teamwork, leadership and problem solving skills. Community issues to be addressed include: listening, intercultural communication, leadership, mediation, and cooperative learning skills. Additional time outside of class hours will be required. As we are working with youth, a background check will be required as well.

UNST 421, Communication Education Outreach (6 credits)

Gloria Totten, totteng@pdx.edu
This Capstone explores developing and teaching lesson plans on basic skills such as communication and liberal arts (topics vary). Students will be required to work as an interdisciplinary team, researching information, practicing and presenting course material in a classroom setting (grades K to 12, depending on the community partner). This course requires an out of class commitment of 40 minutes to an hour - plus commute time - for 4 to 6 times during the last 4 weeks of the term - during school hours (9 am to 2 pm). Attendance for all 4 to 6 times is mandatory. Contact instructor with questions.

UNST 421, Conversation Partners (6 Credits) Betsy Kraft, ekraft@pdx.edu This Capstone class meets entirely on the Clackamas Community College campus in Oregon City.  Capstone students will lead small conversation groups of adult English as a Second Language learners for 3 hours a week on the Clackamas Community College campus. Following the Thursday conversation groups, capstone students will remain on campus for their coursework. Coursework will include ESL strategies for maintaining conversation, an introduction to intercultural communication, and issues pertaining to immigration. Upon registering online for the course, contact the instructor at the email address above for building and classroom information.

UNST 421, Oral Histories: Valley Migrant League (6 credits) Kathy Tucker, psu24404@pdx.edu Students will collect oral histories from people who were involved with the Valley Migrant League, a group that helped immigrants in the Willamette Valley between the late 1960's and early 1980's. The Valley Migrant League worked primarily with Hispanic immigrants but also helped other ethnic groups.

UNST 421, Creative Industries: Social Design Studio (6 credits) Harrell Fletcher, harrell@pdx.edu The students will learn about socially engaged art projects, and the cross over between art and life. The students will then locate various existing social service agencies, non-profits, small businesses, and even individuals who are in need of, and lack funds for, design work to help promote their enterprise and activities. The design work will be done in collaboration so that the role of “designer” and “client” is partially dissolved. The design work that will produced can include signs, posters, tee-shirts, radio spots, brochures and pamphlets, web sites etc., and will be used in practical applications outside of the university environment. The students will be encouraged to immerse themselves in the culture of the people and places that they will be working with. All majors are welcome.   UNST 421, Creative Reuse: School Learning Centers and the Environment (6 credits) Sarah Morgan, smorgan@pdx.edu Students will observe and read about elementary and preschool learning centers. They will develop a plan for schools to set up learning centers for children using reusable materials. They will work with the School and Community Reuse Action Project (SCRAP) to create the learning centers and publicize them to teachers and schools. SCRAP is a non-profit store that diverts useful materials from the landfill and makes them available for creative purposes. Please contact instructor for class location.  UNST 421, Design, Development and Delivery of Interactive Media and E-Learning Products (6 credits) Doug Christensen, christd@pdx.edu This Capstone focuses on creating media-rich interactive e-learning products for the Global Education Xchange (gex.org). All students will learn the GEX e-learning production process, use e-communication tools, and develop their own website by the end of week two. By week three, each student will select an area of specialization based on their future goals and job aspirations. Specialty areas include topics such as instructional design, writing, animation, audio, illustration, photography, programming, localization, interactive assessment, and production management. Students are expected to learn the applications and tools necessary for their specialty area without classroom instruction. This Capstone requires students to be highly motivated self-learners that are willing to commit 12-15 hours per week to this experience. Students on the wait list, or wishing to add the class, will be prioritized based on project needs rather than any specific ordering. Questions should be e-mailed to the instructor using the information above.  UNST 421, Effective Environmental Education , (6 credits) Stephanie Wagner, stephanie@tryonfriends.org This course focuses on the preparation and presentation of effective environmental education programs for elementary school children. The participants will be preparing interpretive materials and programs to be used in the classroom and on the trails of Tryon Creek State Park. Participants will work in collaborative groups to develop a comprehensive interpretive program based on an ecological theme. Thesis will include topics such as habitat, adaptation, and biodiversity. Students will be expected to research a topic, produce written material to be used by teachers in the classroom, and present an interpretive program for elementary students at the park.   UNST 421, Empowering Communities with GIS and Asset Mapping (3 credits) Meg Merrick, merrickm@pdx.edu Through the use of GIS, research, and asset mapping techniques, students will work with community partners to empower them to strategically promote their missions. Community partners have included: Portland Farmers Market; the Regional Arts and Culture Council; Johnson Creek Watershed Council; Caring Communities; and Portland Parks and Recreation. No GIS experience is required.  UNST 421, Enhancing Youth Literacy (3 credits) Mary Seitz, seitzm@pdx.edu Capstone students will assist for a minimum of two hours per week at King Elementary School in NE Portland both fall and winter terms, for a total of at least 40 hours of community service. In small groups, PSU students will research and document the literacy needs and resources of the school in a project as yet to be determined by King administration, and will also help to organize and host a literacy night at the school for parents and others in the community. In addition to the projects directly related to King, the class will meet at PSU 2 hours per week to discuss readings on service learning, education, and the status of on-going projects. Individual writing assignments include a personal reflective journal and a final reflective narrative each term, and a more formal book review winter term.  UNST 421, Equalizing Access to Justice (6 credits) Khalil Zonoozy, (503) 725-4198, gci2001@yahoo.com This course will explore the barriers to justice for people of color. Special attention will be given to the U.S. institutional structure and the justice system. Utilizing a progressive approach, students will acquire a deeper understanding, awareness and appreciation of existing disparities, leading to design and formulation of proactive solutions. There will be a community partnership with "Understanding Racism Foundation ", URF, a non-profit organization committed to reduce prejudice and discrimination in our communities through study and personal examination. Created in response to issues identified by the Oregon state Task Force on Racial Ethnic Issues in the Judicial System (Instructor served as the vice chair of that task force), offers numerous dynamic courses to raise the level of awareness concerning racial discrimination. In addition to the regular weekly class meetings, students will become engaged in one of URF classes, six weeks long, 90 minutes, once a week.  UNST 421, Family Mathematics (6 credits)  Sandy Kralovec, (503) 266-8691, sandyk@canby.com  Students work with elementary classroom teachers to observe the teaching of elementary mathematics and participate as student mentors. The final project is the presentation of a Family Math Night at the partner elementary school. Students will develop appropriate mathematical activities for the Family Math Night event to present to parents the mathematics the students are learning in school. Students are responsible for advertising, organizing, and implementing the Family Math Night event. Four to six hours of community service time per week is required. These hours also must be during regular school hours.  UNST 421, Girl Power (6 credits) Sally Eck, ecks@pdx.edu This class will work with teen girls to raise their awareness of resources and activities in the Portland Area. We will conduct a series of rap sessions with teens and coordinate writing workshops in order to provide spaces for teen girls to think, talk, and write about current issues in their lives. We will also work with local teen agencie4s to build local community coalitions of organizations advocating on behalf of teen girls.  UNST 421, Global Portland: Politics of Immigration (6 credits) Sam Gioia, gioia@pdx.edu Immigration to the United States does not happen by accident. Often, immigrants and refugees come to America as the indirect result of U.S. foreign policy. What are the pushes and pulls that lead to immigration in the 21st Century? How are immigrants treated once they get to the United States? What responsibility do American citizens have towards immigrants and refugees? "Global Portland: Politics of Immigration" will explore the conditions of immigrants and refugees, from the macro to the micro level. Learn about the influences, including media and politics, affecting these individuals and what small groups of citizens can do to address large-scale social issues. In collaboration with Community Language and Culture Bank (www.clcbank.org), students will engage in three community projects designed to have a local impact on U.S. immigration policy. Students will spend 20 hours outside of class time on their respective projects.  UNST 421, Grant Writing for Environmental Advocacy (6 credits) Celine Fitzmaurice, celine@pdx.edu Grant writing skills are critical to the survival of many non-profit environmental organizations. In this course you will learn grant writing skills by developing real proposals for an environmental non-profit. The role of individuals and community-based movements in advocating for the environment will play a central role in class discussions and reflective writing assignments throughout the term.  UNST 421, Grantwriting for Community Improvement (6 credits) Susan Barrett, susan@igoweb.org Students in this Capstone course will partner with a local non-profit to assist them in building their capacity. Students will learn how to use numerous resources for locating prospective funders and how to analyze their findings. A portfolio of grant proposals will be developed by students, in addition to a grant workshop that they students will prepare for our community partner.  UNST 421, Immigration and the Workforce I (6 credits) Andrew Reed, (503) 772-2317, areed@seworks.org Students will directly participate in research projects and programs conducted by SE Works One Stop, a non-profit workforce development agency in SE Portland. Past projects have included researching hiring practices and trends by employers who are hiring limited-English proficiency (LEP) workers and projects to improve communication and to identify cultural issues between LEP workers and employers in the health care industry. The course focuses on educating employers, workforce development practitioners, jobseekers, and the general public about the impact of immigration in the workplace. Classroom topics include immigration, sociocultural behavior, and workforce development. Students will be required to tutor 2 hours outside of class at SE Works One Stop with LEP jobseekers who want to increase their English skills.  UNST 421, Influencing Public Policy: Lessons Learned from Tobacco Prevention (6 credits) Debbie Kaufman, dkaufman@pacifier.com Learn about and be part of the public health community's efforts to speak the truth about the impacts of tobacco on health, health care and the economy, and to change public opinion and policy. This course will teach students practical skills for influencing policy using the model of the tobacco prevention community. Topics will include the importance of personal stories and scientific research, framing and targeting your message, countering false information, and building community support.  UNST 421, Juvenile Justice (6 credits) Deb Smith Arthur, (503) 725-5831, debs@pdx.edu  This course partners with the school at the Donald E. Long Detention Center, the juvenile detention facility in Multnomah County. Working directly with youth who are detained, students will develop and implement creative projects throughout the course of the term. These projects are meant to be both educational and fun. Through this community-based work, as well as through reading, discussion and reflection papers, students in this Capstone will have the opportunity to deeply examine current issues in juvenile justice. Enrollment is limited to 15; students must be 21 or over and be able to pass a criminal background check in order to participate in this Capstone.  UNST 421, Learning from Persons (6 credits) Jamie Blumber, Amber King, mhkc@pdx.edu Course provides a supervised practicum in a variety of outdoor activities with children, youth, and adults with disabilities. Students serve as counselor trainees, under the guidance of experienced outdoor specialists and teachers in a residential program located at the Mt. Hood Kiwanis Camp. Emphasis on learning from and about persons with disabilities, teamwork within living groups, and developing outdoor and leadership skills.  UNST 421, Linking the Generations: Communication, Aging and Society (6 credits) Cindy Palmer, (971) 221-5883, palmerc@pdx.edu, palmerc@opusnet.com (please email both accounts) Students will engage with older adults to complete a variety of life history projects. Students will address their assumptions and stereotypes toward the aging population and will reflect upon personal barriers and successes in the intergenerational communication process. Communication issues will be addressed in the areas of intrapersonal, interpersonal, and intercultural communication. In addition to the community work, the course will focus on interdisciplinary discussions, lectures, and activities to increase awareness of the older population. This is an evening course with travel to off campus site and a background check required. Fingerprinting also may be required. Contact instructor upon registration to complete paperwork prior to start date. Processing can delay work in the community  UNST 421, Media Literacy: Navigating the Making of Meaning (3 credits) Mark Oldani, moldani@riverdale.k12.or.us  Media literacy is the study of the effect that various modes of communication have on the information that is being transmitted. The investigation of issues related to media crosses disciplinary boundaries and is a focus of some of the current K-12 curriculum. Students will learn about the impact of commercial media on themselves and their community and develop various approaches to address the impact of media on their community. Students will work directly with members of the community including radio and TV stations, and high school or middle school teachers to research and prepare units of study on the issues surrounding media literacy.  UNST 421, Meditation for Global Healing (6 credits)  Julie Porter, porterj@teleport.com  Qigong is an ancient Chinese healing practice that encompasses a philosophy of living with a quiet mind, open heart, and in service to others. This Capstone will give students the opportunity to explore the personal, community and global implications of this healing practice and its underlying philosophy. Students will learn Qigong forms and document their physical, emotional, and spiritual progress. As a final project, they will incorporate their personal experience and observations with research-based findings to develop educational outreach materials and strategies for community partners.   UNST 421, Multimedia Production (6 credits) Robert Bremmer, robertfbremmer@msn.com The Multimedia Capstone develops skills in dynamic group communication at multiple levels through learning to build a promotional and/or educational software project for a community partner. We divide into four functional areas: Technical, Creative, Client Liaison and Management. Students acquire and develop content, design and build the look and feel as well as navigational schema, and make decisions about how best to present the clients needs in a focused manner, and how best to harness technology to develop the project. At the conclusion of the class students will possess a journal which shows how they learned and grew through the development of a final product starting from the conceptual idea stage, and will possess a copy of the final product in CD or DVD form.  Students should feel comfortable expressing and exchanging ideas both verbally and in writing and working towards a common goal. There is plenty of room for individual creative application yet it must fit within and help the overall development of one project outcome. This class requires group work and communication outside of class time, as arranged by the four separate groups themselves, to meet their group objectives.   UNST 421, Music for Social Change (6 credits) Glenna Shepherd, RevGTS@aol.com  This course is a study of the roles of music in social change movements in the United States. Throughout our history, music has been a source of communication, inspiration, and social activism. Music has established and carried the messages which held the energy of substantive social change. Students will explore movements for social change, including labor movements, work for women’s suffrage, the civil right’s movement for African-American inclusion, and the late twentieth-century gay rights movement. Coursework will include analysis of the ethical and social components of work for social change and ways in which music served the character of the movements. Students will interact with local musicians and experience current movements which utilize the power of music. The final project will be a documentary-style live program which reflects the historical and analytical material of the class and features narrative, live performance, selected recordings, readers’ theatre and film. Three hours of outside work per week required. Music background helpful but not required.  UNST 421, Music in the Schools (6 credits) Susan Booth Larson, (503) 245-9080, susanblarson@gmail.com To help with the need for more music programs in elementary schools, students in this Capstone will work in groups to develop and teach lessons that deal with music in some way – music around the world, vibrations and music, the history of music etc. All majors are welcome.  UNST 421, Neighborhoods and Watersheds (6 credits)  Barry Messer, (503) 725-5179, messerb@pdx.edu  This course addresses the health of cities with respect to the community stewardship of its watersheds. Students are challenged in a learning and community development process of discovery and direct involvement. The essential elements of the Capstone focus on the factors that can contribute to the health of Portland's watersheds. Students work with the Portland Bureau of Environmental Services and a neighborhood group on projects that may include "hands on" activities and/or community outreach/education on work involving watershed protection and restoration in Portland neighborhoods. Projects in the past have included such watershed enhancements as wetlands restoration, community gardens, eco-roofs and bio-swales.  UNST 421, Next Generation Civic Leadership (6 credits) Stephanie Blackman, blackman@pdx.edu Students in this Capstone will develop skills in leading and creating opportunities for civic engagement and education through the Oregon Bus Project. Students will work on one of the organization’s many projects while exploring their role as an individual in society with the capacity to create change. Students will apply skills in writing, marketing, planning, graphic design, event coordination, organizing for a cause, communication, and civic leadership and will discuss civic affairs in class.   UNST 421, Preserving LGBTQ History (6 credits) Christa Orth, corth@pdx.edu This course introduces methods of preserving lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer history. The course examines the ways community and academic historians document the often hidden history of LGBTQ communities. The Gay and Lesbian Archives of the Pacific Northwest is our community partner as we learn about recording oral histories and processing the archival collections of our queer history in Oregon.  UNST 421, Science Education in the Outdoors (6 credits) Dr. Lauri Shainsky, (503) 939-7174, shainsk@aol.com Capstone students will be engaged in the art of teaching elementary, middle and high school students about ecology, science inquiry and natural history at programs offered by a variety of community partners such as Portland's Bureau of Environmental Services, Tualatin Hills Nature Park and others. Course work includes ecological field studies, classroom discussions, assignments and creative projects on education, science inquiry, ecology, and the principles of learning. Main topics include unifying principles of ecology, wetland functions, and the art of mentoring.   UNST 421, Science Inquiry in the Outdoor Classroom (6 credits) Rick Hugo, hugo@pdx.edu Students will volunteer as Science Mentors with Wolftree, Inc., an award-winning non-profit science education organization. Wolftree brings children in grades 4-12 out of the classroom and into the field for hands-on, inquiry-based science education. Wolftree's main field site is at Mount Hood, and other sites are located up to 90 minutes from Portland. Students will also spend several "field" days in classrooms. The class will meet on Mondays to discuss topics related to science inquiry and pedagogy. This course is designed for both Science majors and students going into education. Students must commit to one full day (Tuesday - Friday) in the field per week, and are responsible for their own transportation. Students must also complete a criminal history. Instructor's approval is required for registration, so contact the instructor for correct enrollment information. This course requires significant time outside listed course hours.  UNST 421, Sexual Minority Youth: Their Stories and Needs (6 credits) Molly Gray, graymolly@hotmail.com It is estimated that 1 in 10 individuals identify as a sexual minority. Often an already challenging stage in identity development, gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender & questioning (GLBTQ) youth face a set of issues unique to their daily lives. “We’re Here” will examine the paths sexual and gender minority youth navigate in American society, exploring such questions as: What challenges do GLBTQ youth encounter? How do they cope, survive, find understanding & celebrate themselves amidst homophobia and intolerance? How do GLBTQ experiences vary across difference such as race, ethnicity, class, religion, gender and expression? Has the growing strength of political mobilization and visibility of GLBTQ issues affected and/or included the needs of youth? How can youth needs be brokered by social services, families, and the community at large? Our community partner will be the Sexual Minority Youth Resource Center (SMYRC).  UNST 421, The Bicycle Barrier: Alternative Transportation Issues in Portland (6 credits) Scott Cohen, sbcohen@pdx.edu This course will explore alternative transportation, particularly bicycling, issues facing Portland and the nation. We'll look at larger issues of energy, urban design, land use, and cultural values. Our partnership project will focus on bicycle safety and attitudes.  UNST 421, The Spirituality of Being Awake (6 credits) Carol Gabrielli, cg@pdx.edu, 503-725-8993  Students in this Capstone class will arrive with something they call “spirituality” or “spiritual practice” or “wisdom tradition,” whatever shape or path that is. All practices and traditions are welcome. The community partners for this class are Rose Haven and JOIN. Rose Haven is a place of hospitality and resource for women experiencing homelessness in Old Town, Portland. JOIN is primarily an outreach center providing vital resources for men and women experiencing homelessness in SE Portland. Through direct service with Rose Haven and JOIN students will discover and explore the connections between their direct-service experiences and their spirituality. As a class community we will ask questions like: How is one’s spirituality informed by one’s observations and awarenesses? How are one’s observations and awarenesses informed by one’s spirituality? What is the cost of being wide awake? For their final product, students will utilize their lived experiences to develop and facilitate a project that supports the mission of their affiliated agency.Students in this class will make a commitment to twenty-five hours of service over the course of the term. Daytime availability is required. Class attendance is 40% of final grade. Call if you have any questions using the information above.   UNST 421, Tutoring Adult ESL (6 credits) Betsy Kraft, ekraft@pdx.edu Capstone students will tutor small groups of adult English as a Second Language learners for 2.5 hours a week at Portland Community College SE Center. Each week, tutoring will focus on conversation, a short reading, and a journal entry. Capstone students must schedule their tutoring with the instructor before registering for the course. In addition, all Capstone students will meet from 12:45-15:45 every Wednesday on the PSU campus for coursework on ESL strategies and immigration issues. Contact the instructor for permission to register for this class at the email address listed above.  UNST 421, Upward Bound (6 credits) Deb Smith Arthur, (503) 725-5831, debs@pdx.edu  This Capstone partners with the Upward Bound/Educational Talent Search/Project Plus programs designed to enhance the educational opportunities of low-income middle and high school students. Projects may include tutoring students one-on-one, creating and presenting to classes on various topics, and organizing and participating in field trips, recreational, cultural and volunteer activities.  UNST 421, Us and Them: A History of Intolerance in America, (6 credits)  Beth Stafford, (503) 725-9412, beth@pdx.edu  Through various mediums, students will explore events in our history when intolerance arose from the fear, suspicion, and anger of ordinary people--the same impulses that still cause discord today--and will be brought face-to-face with the negative and often tragic consequences of prejudice and hate; but they will also learn about the hope and heroism that true moral conviction inspires. Exposure to intolerance will include both historical and fictional accounts of the struggles of alienated groups throughout our country's history to the present time, and will lead to class discussions and writings reflecting on important issues the works evoke. Besides the required course work, you will engage in collaborative projects of your choice, which will consist of outreach activities in the community. Faculty will provide more information on this in class, but students should be prepared to spend at least four hours per week outside of class to devote to projects.  UNST 421, Volunteer Stream Monitoring (6 credits) Torrey Lindbo, lindbo@pdx.edu Capstone students will coordinate and implement all aspects of the quality assurance project plan (QAPP) for the Student Watershed Research Project (SWRP)’s volunteer stream monitoring program. This course will integrate chemical, biological and physical watershed analysis skills, including macroinvertebrate and plant identification, performing field/lab analysis of duplicate water quality samples, and mathematically determining whether the accuracy and precision goals of the QAPP are being met. Additional course work will include discussion and review of quality assurance methods, the Clean Water Act, and the value of Volunteer Monitoring programs. 
