Eco-district Social Cohesion

Third Places


Third Places is social space that is not home or workplace. The Ecodistrict is a downtown neighborhood. Some of its Third Places draw substantially from outside its boundaries. The area is furthermore distinguished by the dominance of the university. Universities tend to support a disproportionate number of third places, e.g. coffee shops and bars.  It is useful to describe Third places as either PSU dominated, community dominated, or where the two populations mingle.  Below is very preliminary list.

Portland State University--Dominate

Starbucks, SW Park and Montgomery


Starbucks, Smith Center


Cheerful Tortoise


Annie's Coffee


Food for Thought


Chipotle Mexican Grill

Eco-District--Mingling, heterogeneous


Broadway Coffee


Chit Chat Coffee


Park Ave. Cafe


Starbucks, SW Park and Market


Hot Lips


McMenamins Market st. pub


Baan Thai

Civic or Public Space


Civic space in the district is also dominated by the university. It is publically owned but from the communities perspective somewhat bounded or off limits. Some events draw residents in, others are more or less exclusive to the campus residents. Far and away the highest quality civic space is created by the weekly farmer's market.  It is the single largest contributor to a sense of community in the district.  However, it's draw is regional. The Parks blocks are all public but those north of the campus contribute more to mingling of residents and the PSU population.  The urban Plaza is probably more viewed as PSU space, however the public streetcar diminishes that distinction.  After the weekly Farmer's market the next most interesting civic spare is the Food Court Plaza on 6th and College.  There are only 2 community gardens in or near the district.


To understand social cohesion in the district there are several characteristics that would be useful to analyze:  width of sidewalks, vacant land, and "front porches," that is the design of residence (single and apartment) and commercial building's boundary between private and public space.

Historic and Cultural Space

The area has a long (by Portland standards) and rich history. Goose Hollow has been known as an artists or Bohemian area since the 1950s.  The area east of the present campus was Portland's first urban renewal area.  The old community that was removed was a ethnically rich neighborhood, with large Jewish and Gypsy populations.  As a reminder that we sometimes make large public works "mistakes," before the present day tram there was a cable car in about the same location.  There was also a streetcar line on present day 4th street, torn out to make room for the automobile, and now replaced by Max.


The University itself has had a large influence on the growth of today's sustainable community development goals.  For example, the bicycle movement was initiated by PSU students and faculty.  The first recycling program in the city was on the campus. The development of the City's neighborhood system is due in no small way to protesting students, artists, and "hippies," in the urban renewal area and the Corbett Terwiliger neighborhood.


These elements of the area's history need to be preserved or acknowledged as the ecodistrict plans are developed.

Organizations and Institutions

Churches
Evident by the adjective "First" many of the churches downtown draw from the region.  The churches are often the first ones built in the region.
Church of Latter Day Saints

Church of Saint Michael of Archangel

First Baptist Church

First Christian Church

First Christian Church

First Methodist Church

Redeemer Lutheran Church of Portland

The Old Church

Schools

Portland State University obviously dominates the Ecodistrict, but there are other schools.  Like PSU most schools do not just draw from within the district. Some in this list are located just on the border of the district.

The international school
St. Mary's Academy

Ainsworth Elementary School 

Cedarwood waldorf school

Oregon Culinary Institute 

KinderCare Learning Center

National College of Natural Medicine

Social Services
The location of a social service in an area, especially downtown does not necessarily indicate its client draw.
Acumentra Health

Commission for Women

Donate Life Northwest

Herbert Templeton Foundation

Make a Wish Foundation

Northwest Pilot Project

Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board

Oregon Donor Program

YMCA Market Street

Micro Social Groups

There are also many informal organizations that make up the social cohesion characteristics of the area.  Some of these groups might have memberships solely made up from within the district, others draw from the region.  Many groups maintain www sites or blogs (see list).
Study Groups

Hobby groups

Northwest Earth Institute study groups

Self Help Groups

Meetup.com Groups

Sport, recreation, gyms

Singles Groups

Virtual (see social blog list)

Flow Characteristics

District inhabitants have different "flow" characteristics.  Their impact on the environment and social life in the district is determined by their relationship.  Rough initial categories might include:

Residents, permanent--commute outside

Residents, permanent--commute inside

Businesses--Employees from outside

Businesses--Employees from inside

Businesses--consumers from inside

Businesses--consumers from outside


The university has a complex relation to the neighborhood, with some elements of all the categories.  Energy, water, and food consumption is different for the smaller campus residents than for the very large commuter population.  It also creates a large hurdle for achieving social cohesion.  In effect the single largest population in the district are only part-time residents.  The PSU population is probably in sharp contrast to the resident population.  The 2000 census revealed that 36% of residents (excluding PSU) had less than a 10 minute commute, which probably means they walked or biked to work.  Food production and consumption is another example where the university's profile is very distinct from the rest of the district.  While local residents may shop predominately at Safeway, the PSU population probably purchases food on campus or brings food from home.

Boundary Issues


The eco-district is an artificial area laid down on top of other existing boundaries and political or social area.  This can create problems in understanding social cohesion.  For example, just north of the Market street boundary are several important social and cultural institutions, e.g. art museum, Oregon History Center, cinema complexes, restaurants, which have large impacts on many characteristics of the Eco-district, including transportation.  Also public agencies and nonprofit organizations with offices outside the district may have projects or programs within the district.  Groups like Friends of Trees, Growing Gardens, and Independence Garden come to mind.


There are other officially recognized or informally recognized area, including:

Neighborhood

Business district or association

Fire

Mail routes

Police

Social Service

School

Water supply

Impediments to Social Cohesion


There are several key characteristics of the Ecodistrict that may impede social cohesion or at least define it to take into account.

University Boundaries

Freeways and major arterials

